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This short history is the result of three years' research by a London
University extra-mural class, whose members have shared a
common interest in Harefield's past. This subject has, of course,

been covered in existing books, including an excellent history of the
church, but on the whole Harefield's historians have had little to say about
the lives of the ordinary people, their work and their pleasures. Rather
than duplicating what has already been written, therefore, we have
compiled a short social history of the village from the end of the 18th
century (though with inevitable reference to earlier times). We have
concentrated on the subjects that have particularly caught our interest, and
we hope that they will also interest past and present inhabitants of
Harefield, and others who wish to know about the history of north-west
Middlesex.

We have used many sources of information; some of the most
important are listed in the Bibliography at the back of this book. We would
like to take this opportunity to thank:

The occupiers of the houses we visited, especially Mrs. Pollinger,
matron of Breakspears, and Mr. M. Price of Highway Farm; the Vicar
of Harefield, for allowing access to church records; Mrs. D. Whiteman
and her staff at Harefield Library, and Miss M. Pearce, the Local
History Librarian in Uxbridge; the staff of the Greater London Council
Record Office (Middlesex Records); Courage's Brewery Ltd. (Reading)
and Ind Coope Ltd., for allowing access to brewery records; British

Waterways Board, Willow Grange, Watford; also the following
inhabitants of Harefield, who useful information:
Mr. P.G. Ash  Mr. W. Beckley,  Mrs. W.E. Bishop,
Mr. C. Blower, Mrs. E.M. Breen,  Mr. W. Brooker,
Miss E.E. Coster, Miss E.M. Coster, Mr. W. Constable,
Miss G. Deering, Mr. W. Dobbs,  Mr. & Mrs. A.E. Gough
Mrs. F.L. Green, Mr. J. Hale,   Mr. J. Hannaford,
Mr. A.E. Harman, Mr. R. Huggins,  Mr. & Mrs. C. Ibberson
Mrs. L. Kempster, Mr. E.G. Lofty,  Mr. E.E. Marshall,
Mr. E.C. Marston, Mr. W. Massey,  Mr. L. Metcalf,
Mrs. A. Mercer, Mr. G. Preston,  Mrs. G.M. Shortland,
Mr. T. Statham, Mrs. G.M. Thorns, Mr. S.G.A. Tilly,
Mrs. E. Wentworth, Mrs. E. Westbrook,  Mrs. W.D. Wheeler,
Mrs. F.W. Winship.

Finally, and by no means least, we would like to thank the following for
financial assistance:

Mr. A. Bird; Cape Universal Claddings Ltd.; Greater London Arts
Association; Harefield Cricket Club; Harefield Ex-servicemen's Club;
Harefield Horticultural Society; The Harefield Rubber Co. Ltd;
Hillingdon Arts Association; Workers' Educational Association,
London District; Workers' Educational Association, Pinner and Hatch
End Branch; University of London, Department of Extra-Mural Studies.
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The Crossroads seventy years ago. Horses will soon be replaced by cars, but the bicycle
and the perambulator will remain part of the village scene.
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Cottages in Park Lane.



Unlike almost every other place in the old county of Middlesex,
Harefield has succeeded in maintaining its separate identity as a
village. Though only fifteen miles from London, it is not  joined

onto it by suburban houses, and it is still surrounded by farm land. Even
now it is somewhat isolated. Its character, however, has changed greatly
in recent years, and so has its outward appearance. Our aim is to show
what Harefield was like before these changes took place.

When the first national Census was taken in 1801, there were 951
people in the parish (for the parish boundaries, see Map 1). Most of them
lived in the main village, which straggled for about half a mile up Church
Hill and the High Street to the Common, and for a very short distance
along Northwood Road and Park Lane. There was a small hamlet at Hill
End, a little to the north, and some people lived along the Grand Junction
Canal, or in farmhouses which were scattered through the rest of the parish.

Harefield was described in James Thorne's Environs of London
(1876) as 'a flourishing and comfortable looking country village', with
'many poor and some good cottages, and the usual shops'. Early
photographs show the village street in the years before the First World
War as a quiet tree-shaded place with little traffic, its peace broken only
by an occasional horse-drawn vehicle. To the south stood the parish
church, with its famous collection of monuments, and nearby the
alms¬houses built by the Countess of Derby in the early 17th century,
and still surviving today.

Harefield's population more than doubled in the 19th century, and
many houses had to be built to accommodate the extra people. There were
163 inhabited houses in the parish in 1831, over 500 by 1914. Most of
these new houses were labourers' cottages built in or around the main
village or Hill End, but some were also built in remote places, like Kings
Cottages at Moor Hall. The builders were local men like the Browns and
the Colletts, and the costs of construction were low by modern standards;

a government inspector visiting Harefield in 1865 remarked that labourers'
cottages cost only £35 each to build.

Many villagers, however, continued to live in older houses, like the
ancient timber farmhouses, approached only down narrow rutted tracks,
or in less picturesque and often insanitary cottages in the main village
street. An old inhabitant who was born in a cottage at Shepherd's Hill in
1884 remembered that it had 'a great big old open grate with an oven on
one side, and a chain up the chimney, with a hook on', on which his mother
used to hang her cooking pots. Cottages were lit by oil lamps or candles,
and were rarely larger than 'two up and two down'. Water was drawn from
pumps and wells, and it was not until the end of the 19th century that
sanitation began to improve.

The village stands above the valley of the River Colne. To the east,
said James Thorne in 1876, were 'uplands, abounding in elms and oaks
and lordly houses', while to the west was 'the little river flowing gently
amid broad willow-fringed meadows' — a picture that is hard to recapture
today. This attractively rural landscape remained largely unspoilt until
recent times; there were no gravel diggings, no refuse tips, no electricity
pylons. There was, however, some industry. Chalk was quarried for lime
manufacture, while brick, and later cement making also flourished at the
end of the 19th century. Copper, and later asbestos, was manufactured on
the site of the present Bell Works by the canal. These industries had an
important effect on Harefield by providing an extra source of employment
for local people, and by attracting outsiders to settle in the village.

Agriculture, however, was the main source of employment for much
of this period. In 1831, twice as many families drew their incomes from
agriculture as from 'trade, manufactures and handicraft', while twenty
years later, when the first detailed figures for employment are available,
agricultural labourers were by far the largest occupational group, as we
can see from the following list of the main occupations for men in 1851:
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Agricultural labourers     Lime burners    12
and farm servants    106  Gardeners    11
Labourers       65  Carpenters      9
Copper and zinc workers    48  Bakers       9
Domestic servants     20  Annuitants, fund holders
Farmers        15  and landowners     8
Sawyers        13

The rest of the men were employed in a variety of occupations, most
of which are predictable — butchers, shoemakers, boatmen, a mole
catcher, a wooden shovel maker, among others. The vast majority of the
employed women (68 out of 99) were domestic servants. Towards the end
of the 19th century agriculture was challenged by other types of
employment, but farming remained the main source of income for many
Harefield families until well after the First World War.

Most of the villagers throughout this period were labourers and
artisans. There was a small middle class made up of shopkeepers, farmers
and other employers, but the only professional people were the clergy and
the doctor, together with one or two wealthy Londoners who bought
houses in the village. There were few if any commuters in the modern

sense. The richest and most influential people were the owners of the great
estates, each of which was centred on a country house surrounded by a
landscaped park. They exercised great power, not only as employers of
labour, but also by running local government in conjunction with the
farmers and owners of businesses, and by `taking an interest' in village
activities and contributing to them financially. Their departure has marked
one of the biggest changes in Harefield in the 20th century.

Harefield at the beginning of this century was a vigorous community.
There were three churches — the parish church, the Baptist chapel opened
in 1834 and the Wesleyan chapel of 1864 — eleven public houses, and
an infants and a junior school. There were flourishing social clubs, many
of which survive today, and many shops. Most people both lived and
worked in the village, and because of this there was perhaps a greater
sense of community and security than there is today. People knew their
neighbours, felt that they 'belonged'. Whether this could compensate for
poor living conditions, low wages and irregular employment is debatable.
We hope that the following pages will at least provide some food for
thought about what the 'good old days' were really like.



The first national Census was taken in 1801, so we have reliable
counts of the population every ten years from then. In Harefield
there was a steady increase from 951 inhabitants in 1801 to 1,516

in 1841. England was becoming more prosperous early in the 19th century,
though the wealth was very unevenly distributed, and many people lived
in what we would now call abject poverty. Nevertheless the population
was not being decimated by mass epidemics as had once been the case,
nor were people dying of starvation. This partly accounts for the rise in
population, which was nationwide. In addition, there were factors peculiar
to Harefield which help explain why the population grew faster than that
of neighbouring communities. We know that in 1699 there were 567
people living in the parish, so the 19th century growth was partly a
continuation of the previous hundred years growth. The 18th century
growth rate is 5.3 per cent every 10 years; the early 19th century rate is
12.8 per cent (the Uxbridge rate was 11.8 per cent and Ruislip's was 8.7
per cent). The Grand Junction Canal opened in 1797 and industry came,
to Harefield and Uxbridge as a result; the copper mills opened in 1802.
This provided more jobs and led to a further increase in population.

The Napoleonic Wars were followed after 1815 by an economic
depression, which held back industrial growth for a time. The coming of
peace also probably reduced the demand for copper from the works. In
1851 the copper mills employed only 86 people. By 1871 the mills had
turned over to paper making and employed about 40 people. In the 1830s
much of west Middlesex changed to hay farming, which was less labour
intensive than arable. The effects of these changes would take a few years
to show in the population figures, but from 1841 to 1881 there was
scarcely any growth in Harefield or surrounding districts. The population
only began to rise again in the 1880s.

The rise in the population in the late 19th century can be explained
in two ways: by migration into the village, or by a natural rise in the

population either through a higher birth rate or a lower death rate. There
is some evidence to suggest that the latter applied. For much of the 19th
century, as in earlier periods, infant mortality was very high.

1. Population



Health
From around 1880 there were immense improvements in water

supplies and sewage disposal, and this reduced diseases. The local papers
contain frequent reports of the Sanitary Authority. In February 1890 the
Inspector of Nuisances, Mr. Freeman, reports

‘3 deaths from diphtheria, 2 in a brickfield hut, 1 in a cottage on
Breakspear Road. There were drainage difficulties in both places’

and two weeks later he reports
‘on the cottage at Brickfield where diphtheria broke out. There are
now two further deaths here. The cesspool has been filled in and two
privies burnt down. The cottage has been fumigated, also three others.
The proprietors (Shadbolts) had assisted. An allowance is asked for
bedding burnt. £3 allowed’.
The number of deaths in Harefield varies considerably from year to

year and we have not obtained many figures, but the Uxbridge district
figures give better indications — the number of deaths in 1876 was 514,
in 1886 it was 456 and in 1896 it was 260. This lower death rate could
have led to an increase in Harefield's population by about 100 in 10 years.

The Medical Officer's report for the Uxbridge district for 1886 gives
causes of death, though 221 are classified as 'other diseases' out of a total
of 438. The largest categories are bronchitis (82) and tuberculosis (34);
next are childhood diseases which now are rarely fatal (measles — 23,
whooping cough — 4, diphtheria— 3, scarlatina — 1, and croup — 1);
then deaths caused by bad sanitation (diarrhoea — 14, typhoid — 5,
erysipelas — 3, puerperal fever — 1); injuries account for 19; and only 6
deaths are put down to heart disease. Of all these causes, only bronchitis,
heart disease and injuries are significant causes of death nowadays and
these accounted for only 107 out of 196 deaths with causes given.

Improvements in sanitation might allow people (and especially
children) to live longer, and an improving level of health and standard of
living might encourage people to have more children, though this is very
difficult to prove. What of our other explanation of the rise in population,
migration into the village?

Migration into the Village
The local industries began employing more people in the late 19th

century. The asbestos mills started in 1882 and a cement works opened
in 1886 on the site of a brickworks. The population of Uxbridge fell
between 1881 and 1901, so it is possible that some people moved from
there to Harefield.

In 1887 the Metropolitan Railway opened its line through
Northwood, making transport to London much easier; the line to
Uxbridge opened in 1904, but Uxbridge had the G.W.R. from 1858. The
fact that a railway never went near the centre of Harefield helped to
keep down the rate of population growth. Until 1891 the population
of Ruislip was very similar to Harefield's but after that it increased very
rapidly indeed. Harefield grew steadily to 2,812 in 1921 and then even
faster to 6,510 in 1951 with the introduction of council houses and more



commuting. From the late 19th century the bicycle has been a significant
means of transport around Harefield, increasing mobility for people who
previously would have walked.
Families and Mobility

The 1871 Census reports 333 households in Harefield with an average
of 4.7 people per household. This includes guests, lodgers and servants
but does not include members of the family who were not at home. Many
households include people outside the immediate family of parents and
children; there were 23 with servants, 12 of these with just one servant.
The distribution of ages shows only about half the expected number of
girls between the ages of 15 and 20. This is almost certainly because
teenage girls were sent into service, mostly outside Hare field.

There is considerable evidence that families remained in Harefield
for a long time, and that new families did not come from far away. There
were 314 heads of households in 1851, of whom 151 were born in
Harefield, a further 54 in immediately neighbouring parishes, 27 in
London and west Middlesex and 28 in Buckinghamshire. Of the surnames
occurring in the poor rate assessment for 1832 at least 71 per cent still
occur in 1850, 47 per cent in 1880 and 27 per cent in 1900; and these
figures are certainly underestimates. Many surnames of the 19th century
can still be found in Harefield in this age when so many people move
every few years.

The Junior School Register for 1891 to 1908 shows the previous
school for each child: 75 per cent were previously at the Harefield infants
school, a further 10 per cent came from within 10 miles, 4 per cent were
from unidentified places but probably fairly local and only 39 children
out of 960 were previously at school more than 20 miles away. The map
shows that these were mainly in the London direction.
Where people lived in Harefield

The 1871 Census provides information on where people lived, and
the accompanying map shows the distribution of the population. The
Junior School Register gives a similar picture for the period 1890-1908
but indicates that more people were living at Moor Hall, especially Kings
Cottages.
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FARMING

Farming has always played an important part in the life of Harefield.
The earliest known farmers were the Anglo-Saxons who travelled
n- up the River Colne and settled here during the Dark Ages,

clearing Li the forest and planting crops sufficient for their needs. At first,
much of the land was left uncultivated, only enough food being produced
to feed the small number of residents and to pay the dues owing to the
Lord of the Manor and the Church. According to the Domesday Survey
of 1086, Harefield only had 'land for five ploughs' —only a few hundred
out of the 4,621 acres which eventually came to make up the parish. As
the population rose, however, most of the empty land was brought under
cultivation, leaving only 657 acres of commons or 'moors' which survived
until 1813, and some woodland preserved for game.

Most of the land in 19th-century Harefield was divided among four
large estates, centred on Harefield Place, Harefield Park, Breakspears and
Harefield Grove. Together these estates accounted for about two-thirds
of the parish. The rest of the farm land belonged to landowners in
neighbouring parishes, or to freehold farmers or small¬holders — a
comparatively small number. Apart from the parks around the great
houses, the land in the big estates was leased out to farmers who lived in

old timber-framed farmhouses like Cripps Farm, or more modern brick
buildings like Highway Farm or Whiteheath Farm; most of these buildings
still survive today, with their large and impressive wooden barns.
Twenty-four farms were named on the Enclosure Map of 1813, but some
of them were later amalgamated in the interests of greater efficiency.
When this happened, the farm buildings were either demolished, or turned
into labourers' cottages; the old manor house at Moor Hall, for instance,
housed five farm labourers in 1851.

One of the most important changes in Harefield farming took place
in 1813 when the commons were enclosed. These lands had always been
used by villagers as feeding grounds for their animals and as sources of
firewood, among other things; now, with the rising demand for food for
an increasing population, and the lure of high prices brought about by the
Napoleonic Wars, they were distributed among the farmers and turned
over to cultivation. In many villages the loss of the commons led to great
suffering, and although there is no direct evidence of this happening in
Harefield, there must have been a sharp break with the traditional way of
life, as the labourers were forced to depend almost entirely on their meagre
wages for subsistence.

The farmers, however, did well for much of the 19th century. In 1851,
half of them had servants; George Bates, for instance, who farmed 240
acres at Highway Farm, had a house servant and a nurse. There were also
five 'farm servants', aged between 17 and 20, living in the farmhouse
and learning the trade. Later this custom ceased, and wages were paid
in cash, although especially important employees like carters could
get a cottage and garden free.

Most Harefield farmers had only a small regular work force,
relying on casual labour to help out for important tasks like
haymaking and harvesting. In 1851 Dews Farm had the largest
number of employees, 17, but others, like the two small farms at NewBarns, Highway Farm

2. Rural Harefield



Years Green, had only two or three apiece. Farm labourers' wages were
low: in the 1830s they ranged from 12s. a week for most of the year
to 15s. at harvest time, but sixty years later they had only gone up
to 16s. a week, plus a £5 harvest bonus. Those who could not be
employed all the year round on the Harefield farms had to search
elsewhere for work in slack periods, either in Harefield, or further
afield; one old inhabitant remembers his father telling him that he
once 'tramped' to Yorkshire in search of work, taking harvesting
jobs on the way. With wages so low, and unemployment so common,
all members of a labourer's family had to help bring money in. In
the 1870s a boy could start ploughing at the age of ten, and as late
as 1900 one village boy's first job on leaving school was scaring
birds 'for a couple of bob a week' — that was for twelve hours a day.
Younger children worked on the farms in the school holidays; in
the 1890s a boy could bring in ls.6d. for five hours' work.

Hay was the most important crop. In 1800, two thirds of the
parish was under grass, and in 1880 only 500 acres were being used for
growing wheat. As London grew, the demand for hay to feed its horses
increased and by the 1870s some farms, like Copthall and
Brackenbury in the south of the parish, were producing nothing but
hay. Even as late as the 1930s a farmer remembers that:

`All the lower meadows of Harefield from Halfway House right
as far as Denham Lock were flooded in March, and produced
three crops of hay instead of one. The flooding made the grass
grow faster, and it was at least five weeks earlier than in any
other part of Harefield, let alone Middlesex.'
Before the First World War the hay was taken to London either

by barge, from the wharf at Moor Hall, or by road. The hay carts went
to London in the early hours of the morning, so as to arrive at the
market at 6 a.m.; the carters broke the journey at pubs along the
Uxbridge-London road which then remained open all night. On
the return journey the carts were filled with manure for the fields.

The late 19th century brought a dramatic increase in the population
of London, and as a result the economy of Middlesex villages became
more specialised. There was an increase in food production, and market
gardening became more important. There was an orchard at Shepherd's
Hill in the 1880s, and in 1874 Mr. Milton set up a market garden on land
adjoining the Old Workhouse, eventually having 200 feet of glass-houses.
He grew tomatoes, then coming into vogue as a popular fruit. A large
market garden was also established at Harefield Grove in 1881. One old

inhabitant worked there as a boy for 6s. a week; he started at 6 a.m.,
working twelve hours a day, with half an hour for breakfast and one hour
for dinner. He remembered the beds of roses and carnations; 'A lovely
smell they used to be, and the roses used to have a smell at that time of
day, you could smell them ever so long before you got to them'. In 1885
the local paper described the estate with its 50 miles of heating and pipes
and 102 houses for cultivation as 'the foremost place in England for
horticulture', and in 1886, when the second village Flower Show was held
there, peaches, nectarines, grapes and bananas were being produced, along
with a special variety of yellow tomato known as ̀ Harefield Golden Gem'.

Many farmers underwent difficulties during the Agricultural
Depression of the 1870s and 1880s and there was a rapid turnover in the
tenancies of Harefield farms, some new tenants coming from as far away
as Scotland. Some farmers turned over to dairy farming, to supply the
growing London population with milk. Langley Farm turned over to
dairying in 1888, and by 1914 other farms like Brackenbury had gone
over from grass to pasture. In the early 1900s a former cowman
remembers: 'I used to go to Wendover to meet cattle from Aylesbury, that
was about half way. I drove them all the way from Wendover to Hill End
— mostly bullocks but sometimes a dozen to fifty sheep'. Whiteheath was
Harefield's dairy farm and milk ladies made door to door deliveries.
Knightscote had 150 cows and their milk went to the Express Dairy by
the Denham train. Early in this century the young cowman at Knightscote
was up at 5 a.m. and had milked five cows by 7 a.m.

Copthall Farm



The traditional type of farming continued in Harefield well into the
present century. Horses were still being used on the farms up to the Second
World War. Cattle were still kept on the 'lower meadows', by the Colne,
in the 1930s, and driven on foot to the market at Watford; in any very wet
weather they were even known to disappear down drainage ditches, only
their heads showing above ground. The great estates, however, broke up,
their owners selling off their lands to the farmers and ultimately to the
G.L.C., who own many of the farms today. Some of the farmhouses,
meanwhile, like Brackenbury, became private houses. Nevertheless
farming still flourishes in Harefield today, and the G.L.C. is establishing
a farming complex and farm trail so that Harefield residents and other
visitors, especially London schoolchildren, will be able to learn something
about Middlesex farming in the past.

THE BIG ESTATES

One of the main changes which has occurred in Harefield between
the 19th century and today is the disappearance of the big privately-owned
estates. In the 19th century these estates comprised most of the farm land
and employed many villagers, either indirectly as farm workers, or directly
as domestic servants, gardeners and gamekeepers, and their owners took
their place as 'natural leaders' of village society. In 1871 the four largest
estates were those of Harefield Place (1,266 acres), Breakspears (833
acres), Harefield Park (872 acres) and Harefield Grove (254 acres). The
oldest of these was the Harefield Place estate, which was based on the
original lands of Harefield Manor. This estate came into the hands of the
Newdigate family in the 15th century, and they held it, with some
interruptions, for the next four hundred years, until 1877 when it was sold
to Colonel Cox of Hillingdon. It gradually grew in size, until by the 18th
century it covered most of the southern part of the parish. In the 19th
century the Newdigates spent most of their time at their Warwickshire
house, Arbury Hall, but when they visited Harefield they stayed at
Harefield Place, a plain brick house almost on the Uxbridge border, which
had been built in 1786 after Sir Roger Newdigate had sold the original
manor house by the church (this was later demolished, and only a few
walls stand today). In 1877 Harefield Place was described in an auction
catalogue as a house 'surpassed but by few residences in the county for
the beauty of its situation'. There was a 'sunset walk' with a view of



The Kitchen at Breakspears in 1922, with Mrs. Glasby, cook/housekeeper and a kitchen maid.



Windsor Castle, a greenhouse, and a recently-built stable block. Inside,
there was an entrance hall, morning room, library, dining room, billiard
room, nine main bedrooms, and eight servants' bedrooms, with the usual
complement of rooms 'below stairs' -still room, laundry, housekeeper's
room, butler's pantry, servants' hall, pastry room, kitchen - and a detached
dairy and game larder, which had been only recently built. After Colonel
Cox bought it, Harefield Place, though nearer Uxbridge than Harefield,
continued to play a part in the life of the parish; one old inhabitant
remembers going there on a school treat in the 1890s, the children walking
from the village along Harvil Road carrying their mugs which were tied
round their necks with pieces of tape. Colonel Cox put the house up for
sale in 1914, and eventually, in 1934, it was bought by the Middlesex
County Council as a convalescent and maternity home. It is now derelict.

Harefield Park, now the doctors' home of Harefield Hospital, was
built by a successful lawyer, Sir George Cooke, prothonotary of the Court
of Common Pleas, in 1710-18. His descendants continued adding to the
original estate by buying up small farms, so that it eventually became the
second largest in the parish, with lands to the north and west of the main
village, stretching down to the river Colne. The house, a plain brick
building, was surrounded by a beautiful park which, according to the
author of The Beauties of Middlesex (1850) contained cedars, a ruined
grotto and two small lakes. In the middle of the 19th century the house
and estate were often let; one of the tenants was Dr. Thomas Wakley, the
medical reformer and founder of the influential journal The Lancet, who
lived there from 1845 to 1856. In 1862 Harefield Park was inherited by
William Frederick Vernon, who brought out a privately-published history
of Harefield in 1872. He also restored the house, which had fallen out of
repair, but the last of the Vernons had to sell the estate to meet gambling
debts. In 1914 it was owned by Charles Billyard-Leake, an Australian,
and he offered it as a home for convalescent soldiers. As a result of this,
Australian soldiers came to Harefield, some eventually settling in the
village, others finding their last resting place in the churchyard, where
they are commemorated by a memorial. After the war Harefield Park
became a hospital, and it is now well known for its treatment of chest and
heart cases.

Harefield Grove, a plain early 19th-century house to the north of the
village, has changed hands many times. In 1804, when the Rev. S. Barnard
was incumbent at the church, he kept a school there. Major Richard Haley

lived there from 1809-19, followed by a Mr. Flower. In 1830 Stephen
Morgan, described as a Russian merchant, purchased the estate, and he
greatly improved the house and laid out the grounds. When he died, Lord
Ebury bought it, but he sold it in 1863 to Robert Barnes, a retired
Manchester coffee merchant, who built the Wesleyan chapel and the
Memorial Hall. Mr. Barnes made a number of alterations in the house
but sold it in 1869 to Joseph Boord, a distiller, who died in 1876.

Of the owners since that date, Mr. G. Webster, who came in 1880,
made the most impact, as he installed greenhouses on the estate and ran
them commercially. There was also a Harefield Grove Stud Farm, with
shire horses among many others. In 1891 Mr. Webster had acquired land
in Springwell, and had sunk some deep wells with a view to supplying
London with water. However, despite his entertaining parties of
gentlemen from London, and causing a large correspondence in The
Times, there was a great deal of opposition in the area, people fearing
that it would affect local rivers. The fact that the Rickmansworth and
Uxbridge Valley Water Co. had sunk wells in the same area in 1889 most
probably had something to do with it. In 1892 the Middlesex County
Council and a Royal Commission were discussing London's water supply
and effectively ended the matter. Mr. Webster then opened a mineral
water factory in Springwell. His family also had the ' Webster Orchestra
but in 1896 Mr. Webster became bankrupt, and the household furniture,
together with his whole stock of valuable plants, greenhouses and garden
implements, was sold.

From 1908 to 1913 the house was occupied by Mr. and Mrs. Stedall.
Mrs. Stedall supported the suffragettes and held meetings on the
Common. Sir Francis Newdigate resided there for a time after that, and
the estate now belongs to Mrs. Cox, and is used quite often for filming.

There is, unfortunately, no foundation for the idea that Breakspears
was the childhood home of Nicholas Breakspear, who became Adrian
IV, the only English Pope. The first member of the Breakspear family to
live in Harefield was William Breakspear, at the end of the 14th century,
and his descendants remained there until about 1440. The estate then
came by marriage to the Ashbys, who lived in the Breakspear house. After
a complicated series of inheritances the house and estate came in 1857
to William Wickham Drake, and subsequently to a cousin, Captain Alfred
Henry Tarleton, an equerry to the Duke of Albany.



The house was leased out between 1887 and 1890 to Sir W.S. Gilbert,
who wrote the libretto of ' The Yeoman of the Guard ' there. Captain
Tarleton came to live permanently at Breakspears in the early 1890s, and
in the years between then and the First World War he and his wife, who
was a cousin of the Duke of Newcastle, entertained lavishly. The guests
included royalty, some of whom planted trees in memory of their visits;
the trees can still be seen on the lawn.

The house faces the road and is a large brick mansion of two stories
and attics, reconstructed externally at the end of the 17th century. A
drawing dated 1771 in the Middlesex Record Office shows that the front
of the house originally faced east over the present park, with a wing on
what is now the lawn at the back of the house. This was later demolished
and the entrance moved round to the north side, where it is now. Additions
at the east and west ends of the house were made at the end of the 19th
century, and at the same time the eaves were raised and the south front
largely rebuilt. A smoking room was added and the drawing room
extended in 1899. (The plans are in the Middlesex Record Office.) The
interior is mainly modern, except for the entrance hall and dining room,

which have Tudor-style panelling. (The story of a secret panel in the
dining room may well be true, since Sir Robert Ashby is known to have
concealed Jesuits and seminary priests at Harefield in 1604. The hiding
place has been blocked up but it could have been used as a priest's hole.)
To the west of the house is a square red brick dovecot, which had been
built in what was then the orchard by about 1640. It houses a clock, which
was kept going by the estate carpenter Tom Burt until his retirement, since
when no one has cared for it. A new drive was laid out in 1903, and the
present entrance lodge dates from 1904, when a new stable block was also
built.

In view of the fact that all the large houses in the village have ceased
to be private homes, it should be of interest to have a glimpse of life at
Breakspears in its heyday. We have accounts recorded by some of the
people who worked there, or who knew the house when it was full of life
and gaiety. In 1851, there were seven servants in the house, but in 1913
there were twelve indoor servants and seventeen out-of-doors. Indoor staff
included the butler, two footmen, a cook-housekeeper, kitchen and
scullery maids, three housemaids, a school room maid, a lady's maid and
a governess. Outside there was a cowman, looking after the Jersey cows,
a dairymaid, a coachman, a chauffeur, nine gardeners, three gamekeepers
and a house carpenter. Breakspears even had its own fire engine, which
was in the care of the carpenter. The kitchen was a fascinating place for
a child to visit. It was ruled over by Mrs. Glasby, the cook-housekeeper.
There was a large dresser, hung with copper saucepans and lids with the
Drake monogram; the centre of the room was filled with a big scrubbed
table, and there was an enormous, very hot range. In front of this was a
big cupboard open to the fire, but with doors on the other side. The
prepared food was put in this, and the butler, Mr. Gilbey, would take it to
the dining room on silver dishes. There was a set way of life for the staff;
the housekeeper, butler, lady's maid and head housemaid and any visiting
ladies maids ate in the servants' dining hall for the meat course, but retired
to the housekeeper's room for the pudding. Tea was taken in there too,
with a maid to lay and clear away. The housekeeper's room was a lovely
big room with two long windows looking onto the lawns at the back of
the house. The butler's pantry was next door, and in a room leading from
it was a safe. One of the footmen had to sleep in front of this!

One of the biggest events at Breakspears was the silver wedding
anniversary of Captain and Mrs. Tarleton on Saturday, 8th February 1913.

The Grove



A treat was given to the village children, and the Tarletons received gifts
from employees, tenants, trades people and many others. On Wednesday
there was a ball for the principal residents in the area. For this event the
large drawing room was cleared and used as a ballroom (the floor was
built on springs), and leading from the house through a corridor was a
large extension, used as a supper room. From the outside this looked like
an ordinary tent; inside however it was panelled with green and white art
muslin, while from the roof two large candelabra with twenty four candles

were suspended and around them were hung a dozen smaller candelabra,
reflected in long panelled mirrors. There were banked flowers, chiefly in
yellow and white, and on the round supper tables were arrangements of
daffodils. These arrangements were the work of the head gardener, Mr.
Bull. The ball on Thursday was a household gathering, and included
everybody connected with the estate and the tradesmen dealing with the
house. For this occasion, the built-out room was made the ballroom.
Captain and Mrs. Tarleton received their 170 guests, and 'Sir Roger de
Coverley' started the dance programme. The servants and tenants taking
part had an average period of service of 15 years; Mrs. Tarleton partnered
Mr. J. Milton, the oldest tenant, and Captain Tarleton was with Mrs.
Turner, senior farm tenant.

Captain Tarleton died on 7th June, 1921, and his coffin was carried
from Breakspears across the fields to the church by servants from the
estate, whose service averaged 30 years. At the entrance to the church the
bearers halted while the Union Jack, Captain Tarleton's cocked hat, his
sword, medals and orders, together with the family wreaths were placed
on the coffin. After his death, his London house was sold, together with
a lot of the outlying parts of the Breakspear estate, the staff was reduced,
and the house became very quiet and peaceful, particularly when the three
daughters left for their own homes. Mrs. Tarleton lived there until her
death in 1951, and the house was turned into an old people's home in
1956.

Breakspear House



The Clocktower of the asbestos works in 1906, (destroyed by fire in 1956).



MILLS AND FACTORIES

Mills in the vicinity of Harefield are mentioned in Domesday
Book, when two mills were said to yield 15s. rent. These were
probably used for grinding corn and might well have been on,

or near, the site of the present Black Jack's Mill and the Bell Works,
although their precise location is unknown.

In 1674 there was still a corn mill in Harefield and there was also a
newly built paper mill, which in 1683 was rented from the Lord of the
Manor. These mills were probably near the site of those mentioned in the
Domesday Book. Sir George Cooke purchased them from John Newdigate
in 1752, and in 1781 he leased to the Governors, Assistants and Societies
of the Mines Royal Company all of those mills, late paper mills and corn
mill being by the waterside at Harefield, and also a newly erected house,
standing near the mills'. This house can be seen today on the Bell Works
site. It has been added to at the front, but the roof and chimneys are still
visible. It was erroneously called the 'Manor House' and housed the
managing director of the mills in the 19th and early 20th centuries. The
Mines Royal Company converted the paper mills into copper mills in
1802 and a new lease was granted. The other mill (Black Jack's Mill)
meanwhile continued as a corn mill.

The Grand Junction Canal was cut through Harefield in 1797, and
this made the transport of goods from the mills much easier. The mills
were much enlarged under the direction of Robert George Spedding, and
copper was brought from smelting works in Glamorganshire, for use in
the construction of wooden ships which fought in the Napoleonic Wars.
The great bulk of the copper work done was the rolling of copper sheets
for sheathing the bottoms of the ships. (Other copper work is said to have
included making the copper ball of St. Paul's Cathedral.) In those days
factory wages were relatively high, and labour restrictions few. Factory
Acts were known only in name, so that the times were rough and ready.

The process was largely furnace work and was continuous both day
and night, including Sundays. The numbers of hours worked per week
were only limited by human endurance. Holidays were unknown, with
the exception of Christmas Day, when the works were closed. The reason
given is that in consequence of the liberal fare which was manifest at the
feast, given by the company on Christmas Eve, none of the workmen was
fit to work the following day. They employed 121 people in 1803, when
the population of Harefield was about 950. When in full work the mills
manufactured 30 tons of copper a week. When the iron ships took the
place of wooden ships the need for copper was gradually reduced and in
1851 there were only 86 men and boys employed. Being so far from the
source of supply, Harefield mills were among the first to close. In 1863
the Mines Royal Company ceased working and the mill was left in a
neglected state. The roof gutters were entirely composed of copper, an
asset which was not realised by the ground landlord, until it was brought
home to him some years later, when a certain military gentleman, with a
financial turn of mind, effected a lease of a very liberal nature. The
business he carried on was to strip the copper from the roofs and sell it.
In the Directories of 1865 a Major Weiland is recorded as ' of the Copper
Mills ', so perhaps he was the speculator.

In September 1870 Mr. Thomas Newell from Paris bought the
disused copper mills and had them converted into paper mills for the
manufacture of superfine paper. French methods and French workmen
were employed, but the discipline was slack and the factory was not a
commercial success. This was unfortunate, as Mr. Newell took a keen
interest in the welfare of his employees and built a lecture hall for their
benefit. He was a Baptist and must have made quite an impact on
Harefield life, especially for the mill workers. The Uxbridge newspaper
reports lectures he gave on Paris, illustrating them with ' dissolving views
'. He also entertained Baptists and their children to tea at the paper mills.
The Rev. E. Turner was the Pastor in 1873, and he took the chair at
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meetings at the large lecture rooms at the mills. At this time there were
40 people employed there, out of a total population in Harefield of 1,579.
Both the paper mill and the flour mill were put up for sale in 1872 and
were described in the advertisement as:

Valuable Leasehold Rent and Leasehold Tithe -Free Property the
Harefield Mills and the Capital Water Corn Mill called Jack's Mills,
with residence, land, fisheries, cottages, etc. Auction in London, July
3. At present used as Paper Mill, residence known as Manor House,
with gardens etc. producing rental of £645 p.a. Lease 60 years at
£375 p.a.
There does not seem to have been a sale, since in 1874 the following

advertisement appears in the newspaper:
At Chequers Inn, Uxbridge, April 2, Lease of Water Corn Mill known
as Jack's Mill on River Colne with residence, out-buildings, garden,
meadow, river, near Grand Junction Canal, Mill 5 floors, 3 pairs stones,
Bovilles exhaust, Iron Wheel 16" dia. 10" width. 21 years from March
25th 1864 — rental £70 p.a.
T.F. Newell was still at the paper mill in 1875 and was giving musical

evenings at the lecture room as well as giving lessons on vocal music.
Mrs. Newell presided at the organ. As seemed inevitable, a notice in the

4th January 1879 edition of the Uxbridge paper gave details of the
liquidation case of T.F. Newell of Harefield Mills and Rue Martel, Paris,
paper manufacturer. In February of that year a sale by auction notice
reads:

Harefield Paper Mills — Valuable water power, machinery, capable
of turning out 12 tons of writings per week, store, office, engine
houses, etc., envelope factory, lecture room.
2 steam engines, 2 Cornish boilers, 24 acres, 2 roods, 20 perches.
Unexpired term 44 years.

In June 1879 the case of T.F. Newell, paper manufacturer of
Harefield, was heard before the Court of Bankruptcy. Debts were
£10,400, Assets £3,800.
 n 1881 Charles Brown, the Harefield builder, was asked to improve
the Harefield mills for the Anglo-Russian Iron and Tinplate
Manufacturing Co., who proposed to employ 400-500 hands. They were
hoping to recover tin from the cuttings produced in making tinned iron
cases. Their proposal, however, never came to anything.

In 1882 the mills were leased by the United Asbestos Co. Ltd. with
the objective of bringing asbestos into commercial use. This firm resulted
from the union of four concerns, two Italian, one Scottish and one
English. The company was under the chairmanship of Sir James Allport,
the general manager of the Midland Railway, with his son Howard Allport
as managing director, and Mr. J.A. Fisher as general manager, all Midland
Railway men. A trying period of pioneer and experimental work was
gone through. In 1884 the company secured its first Government contract,
and many others followed. The works now comprised three factories: a
textile factory resembling and combining the main processes of a cotton
mill and a woollen mill, which dealt with the higher qualities of asbestos;
an india-rubber factory and a paper mill, for the production of mill boards.
At one time there were as many as nine water wheels forming the motive
power of the mill. In later years a building material named 'Polite' was
added to the asbestos, and was used in the erection of hospitals and camp
buildings, as a wall and roofing material.

Mr. John McCallum joined the asbestos works in 1884 and became
works manager. He was a member of the Wesleyan Choir at that time
and also of the ' Tonic Solfa Society in Harefield '. His influence must
have affected the people of Harefield when he became involved in many

The late 18th century ‘Manor House’ in 1904, now
part of the Harefield Rubber Company’s premises.



Peace celebrations outside the canteen of the United Asbestos Company, near the entrance to the present Bell Works.



activities in the village. The Choir sang at the Harvest Supper under his
leadership and also entertained the Temperance Society and the Band of
Hope in 1887. He was made Hon. Secretary of the Football Club at
Harefield in 1893, and in 1896 he became District Councillor. In 1897 he
was made a Guardian of the Poor. By 1913 he had become Council School
Manager (Vice-Chairman), Vice-President of the Breakspear Institute,
Asbestos Athletic Club President, and subsequently a J.P. His son, J.
McCallum junior was Hon. Secretary of the Asbestos Cricket Club. A
foundation stone laid by him in 1906 can be seen at the front of the
Methodist church in Harefield.

The asbestos company was advertising for men and women over 18
years of age in 1884. Employees came from all the surrounding districts,
and footpaths were made to the mills from Rickmansworth, West Hyde,
Denham and Uxbridge. In 1888 there was severe flooding, which caused
the United Asbestos Co. to have to cart their employees home, and fetch
them the next day to their work. Also in this year employees went on a
day's excursion to Hampton Court. In 1901 the number employed at the
mills was between 400 and 500, while the population of Harefield was
2,008. In 1910 an amalgamation took place with Bell's Asbestos Co.; the
firm was then known as Bell's United Asbestos Co. Ltd.

The Great War of 1914-1918 saw a large proportion of women
working at the asbestos works, the men having been called to the armed
forces. Some girls came from the mill towns of the North of England to
work here. There is a photograph of the Peace Celebrations in 1919 taken
on the steps of the Belfry Canteen. These steps and railings can still be
seen at the corner leading to the Bell Works entrance. They are overgrown
with weeds and in disuse, but one wonders if these led to the lecture rooms
of 1875 and the social activities of the past.

The Bell's United Asbestos Co. Ltd. sold the mills in 1929 to Turner
and Newall who closed the mills and moved to an Erith (Kent) factory.
All the machines went to Old Trafford, Manchester. This caused a lot of
unemployment in Harefield and the surrounding districts. By 1930-31
when the whole of the industry had finished, Harefield village green was
said to be full of men, doing nothing.

In 1935 a firm called Rubberware Ltd. moved to the Bell Works.
They manufactured rubber flooring, and since then have produced, by
their own research and development, rubber rollers for industrial uses,
rubber and P.V.C. industrial doors, microcellular soleing and heat-

resisting rubber sheets for industrial uses. Since 1962 they have traded
under the name of The Harefield Rubber Co. Ltd. They now employ about
300 people, some of whom come from nearby Rickmansworth and
Uxbridge, and come into Harefield by coach or minibus provided by the
company.

The mills, which are north-west of the village, by the side of the canal,
are still in evidence today. The corn mill at Black Jack's lock has a
restaurant adjoining it. The industrial mills by Copper Mill lock are now
a small industrial estate. In addition to the rubber works, there are an
asbestos firm, and ink and printing roller factories. Harefield industry was
started many years ago because of the water power of the old mills. There
are still very active sports and social activities, and Harefield people work
there as they have done for many generations.

THE BRICKFIELDS AND CEMENT WORKS

Large scale brickmaking in Harefield began in the 1860s, when kilns
were opened in a former quarry on the hillside just south of Black Jack's
Mill. The industry expanded as suburban building gathered momentum
in north-west Middlesex after the opening of the Metro¬politan Railway
through Northwood in 1887. The brickfields closed down soon after the
First World War, but by this time the industry had already become
overshadowed by the manufacture of cement. This was started in 1886
by Coles, Shadbolt & Co., the owners of a small lime works, on part of
the brickworks site using the chalk and clay with which this part of
Harefield was well provided. The industry expanded when asbestos began
to be manufactured in Harefield, and flourished until the asbestos works
closed down.

Brickmaking employed a large number of people at the end of the
19th century and offered higher wages for young people than agri¬cultural
or domestic work. One old inhabitant remembered going to work in 1896
in a brickfield just over the Rickmansworth boundary at Woodcocks Hill:

`I went to work at Harefield Grove and I had six bob a week. Then I
left there and I went to work at Woodcocks Hill in the brickfield,
loading: as they made the bricks I used to load them on barrows .... I
was only about 12 years old then when I left Harefield Grove. I went
there because I had more money there than at Harefield Grove. I got
eight bob a week in the brickfields, used to make about 8,000 a day,



The Brickfields in 1902.



and I used to have to shift them, one at a time, all day long, load them
on a barrow as they made them, and I used to get about ls.4d. 8,000
bricks I used to move for about ls.4d.'

He later moved on to a better-paid job in the brick fields:
`I had to look after two horses. [I] used to draw in the pumps, to bake
the bricks. [I] had 16 bob a week then when I looked after them two
horses. I used to look after them and feed them . . . I used to get them
out, all cleaned out and hooked on them pump mills, at six o'clock in
the morning ready for them to start. Then I used to stop after six o'clock
at night, take them in the stable and clean them all up, set them up for
the night. I used to work from five in the morning till seven at night
for that'.

Another resident got a job on the Harefield brickworks in 1913 when he
was 17. His father already worked there:

`In the brickfields there were five places where they made bricks, and
in this brickfield in one stall, there was about three men and a lad and
two bigger ones. And they worked from six in the morning to six at
night, making bricks. My father, he was really the quickest one there,
you know, and he used to make 800 bricks an hour one at a time.'

The industry was organised in a way which put a great deal of
respons¬ibility on to the individual brickmaker, and there was a great
incentive, fostered by piece-work rates, to work fast. A brickmaker could
bring home about 27s. a week from the brick-fields at the time of the First
World War, but this was only by enlisting the help of members of his
family:

`[My father] used to do this piece-work, and my brothers and I used
to have to go down after we left school, after we came out of school
at nights, and rake his sand over ready for the next day's working.
They used all sand-faced, hand-made sand-faced bricks, and we used
to go down there and rake his sand over for the next day, so that he'd

got plenty of sand for the next day, so that he didn't have to do it
himself in the morning. Every lad from the family had to do that when
the people were working in the brick works.'

Hours were long and there were few holidays (brickmakers worked all
day Saturday). Work began very early in the morning:

`We used to have an old dog that [my father] used to take to work
with him, an old black retriever dog, and he used to send her up at
breakfast time for his breakfast. Mother would cook his break-fast,
put it in a basket, give it to the dog, and away she'd go and take his
breakfast down to where he was working in the brickyard.'
Bricks were either taken by boat along the canal to London, or by

road to nearby places where they were needed for building; six or so
horses were kept at the brickfields to haul carts of 500 bricks to
Northwood. Brickmaking in Harefield ceased, however, soon after the
First World War, and some of the employees went into the asbestos works.

The cement works were on the same site as the brickworks, and by
the First World War were employing many more people. Cement
manufacture requires both chalk and clay, and these materials needed first
to be extracted from the hillside by hand, before being transferred to the
kilns. The work was tough and unpleasant, but relatively well-paid. In
1885 the firm was offering piece-work rates ranging from 3s .6d. a day
for clay digging to Ss.6d. for hot work at the kilns. (Compare this with
the 16s. a week agricultural wages at this time.) Production was increased
shortly before the First World War. Work was organised in 8-hour shifts,
with a continuous 18-hour shift every third weekend. One weekend in
three was allowed off, but otherwise men worked for seven days a week,
and there were no regular holidays. Most of the cement was taken by
barge to the asbestos works, and when they closed down, cement
production in Harefield ceased too.



THE HIGH STREET

It is difficult to imagine today's bustling High Street with all the traffic
congestion and its parking problems, as a quiet dusty lane, meandering
through occasional clusters of cottages, with each group of inhabitants

being more or less self-sufficient, and buying only those goods and
services which they could not provide for themselves. But it was so —
and not all that long ago.

Being an isolated village, with no main road passing through it, and
3% miles from the nearest town, Harefield always had to be a self-
sufficient community. Before the coming of public transport there was
very little through traffic, in or out of the village; practically all the basic
needs of the inhabitants had to be provided from within the village itself.

At the beginning of the 19th century many households in Harefield
had plots of land large enough to grow their own vegetables, potatoes,
beans, onions, turnips, cabbages, etc. In addition, many families kept one
or more pigs. Neighbours slaughtered their pigs in rotation, sharing out
joints of pork, curing or salting the remainder, and rendering down the fat
for lard. In return they would receive a joint of pork when a neighbour's
animal was killed. Beef was an occasional addition to the diet, and almost
certainly, from time to time, hare or rabbit that no doubt had been poached.

A number of flour mills had been established on the Colne or its
tributaries for many centuries, so flour was always available locally. This
would have been widely used for home-made bread, puddings and
dumplings, a most necessary addition to the diet of the menfolk, the
majority of whom were employed as agricultural or general labourers.
Cheese was also eaten and locally brewed beer drunk with every meal;
tea was drunk occasionally, but milk surprisingly seldom, supplies of
course not yet being safe.

Probably due to the self-sufficiency of Harefield, the living standards
of its agricultural labourers during the Hungry Forties ' do not appear to
have sunk so abysmally low as those of the labouring classes in many
other rural areas. Nevertheless, meals were extremely simple and
unvaried, and many of the villagers must often have gone hungry.

With most people being able to grow their own vegetables and fruit,
keep chickens, and perhaps a pig, it was small wonder that shops were
few and far between. People made their own wines and beer. They had
few clothes — fashion was for the rich, and there was very little money
to spare for anything that was not a basic essential. Before the 19th century
most essential commodities were produced within the village itself, and
people traded these things with each other. However, such items as tea,
sugar, treacle, salt, cheese, soap, candles and thread were probably already
sold by one or two enterprising householders who bought from a
wholesaler, possibly in Uxbridge, and retailed them in order to supplement
their incomes. At the beginning of the 19th century there were probably
two or three such stores near the centre of the village, and one at Hill End,
each consisting of no more than the converted living room of a private
house. Alternatively, villagers could go to Uxbridge or Rickmansworth
themselves, but shopping expeditions of this sort were much rarer than
they are now.

By 1850 manufactured and imported goods were becoming more
generally available, and people were beginning to demand more, and a
wider selection, of such commodities. Gradually, as these demands
increased, more people in Harefield turned to shop-keeping as a means
of living, or as a secondary occupation. Most of them still operated from
their own homes. It was also common practice for publicans to use their
premises for trading of goods and services in addition to selling beer. A
few of the more wealthy and enterprising retailers in the High Street,
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however, converted their houses into more sophisticated business
premises, and these were the forerunners of some of our present-day shops.
T. Dear, for instance, a bread and biscuit maker, is described in an old
trade directory as having been 'established since 1846'; he was still trading
as a baker in 1900.

As Harefield was mainly an agricultural area, we can take the
agricultural labourer's wage as being fairly indicative of the spending
power of the time. In 1850 the average agricultural worker in southern
England earned a wage of between 9s. and 12s. a week (45p — 60p),
rising to 13s.7d. a week (68p) by 1880, although wages in Harefield were
probably somewhat higher. About two-thirds of this income was needed
to buy bread and flour for the family. The rest had to cover meat, tea,
sugar, soap, clothes, beer, medicines, etc. So it follows that the earliest
and most numerous shops would be bakers. Mr. B. Somerville, baker and
corn-dealer, is shown in the records to have kept a shop in Harefield from
1839 to 1889. It was situated where Mr. Salmon has his baker's shop today.
The original building has been altered and added to, but is basically as it
was nearly 140 years ago.

The shopkeepers of the 19th century can be divided into three
categories, according to the type of business they carried out. First, those
who sold goods such as tea, soap, fabrics, which they themselves had
purchased from wholesalers. They can be described as retailers. Secondly,
the bakers, butchers, dairymen, and millers, who could be described as
producers. These people probably operated from workshops or
outbuildings adjoining or close to their own homes. Thirdly, those who
offered services, such as the tailor, dressmaker, milliner, laundress and
carrier. Although not strictly shopkeepers, they have been included under
the general heading because they helped to provide the needs of the
villagers; also because they were the fore-runners of some of today's
shopkeepers. Many, in fact, were women operating from their own homes
in order to supplement the family income. People like the blacksmith,
wheelwright and the shoemakers, who produced goods and offered
services, will be classified as producers for the present purpose.

The first reasonably complete and accurate list of shopkeepers in
Harefield can be drawn up from the 1851 census. The population in 1851
was 1,520, and from the census of that year we discover that there were
forty-two people whose occupations were associated with shop-keeping
in its broadest sense. Only ten can be described solely as retailers.

3 grocers
3 grocers and drapers
1 clothes dealer
1 general dealer
1 fishmonger
1 mealman

Seven of these lived in the High Street (between the Almshouses and
the cross-roads); one in Park Lane, just off the High Street; one grocer in
Laurel Cottage, Northwood Road (now Wickham Close); the general
dealer lodged at a beerhouse (probably the Spotted Dog).

Twenty-two of the forty-two shopkeepers can be classed as producers:
6 bakers (one a master baker, and one a bread and biscuit maker)
4 butchers
6 shoemakers (one also a publican)
3 blacksmiths
2 wheelwrights (one a carpenter and wheelwright)
1 wooden shovel maker

Of these, one baker and one butcher lived in the fairly self-contained
community at Hill End. The remaining five bakers and three butchers all
lived in the vicinity of the High Street, as did the three blacksmiths and
two wheelwrights. The shoemakers, however, were more widely scattered
around the village, each probably serving his own immediate area both
by making and repairing shoes. The remaining nine shop¬keepers, those
offering services, were

1 carrier (Hill End)
1 laundress
1 plumber
2 dressmakers
1 milliner
2 tailors

The butchers and bakers probably had the most thriving businesses
at this time, for there was a constant demand for their produce from nearly
every household in the village. Similarly, but not perhaps to the same
degree, the grocers. It is interesting to note that no greengrocers are
mentioned, which confirms that the majority of households produced their
own vegetables and fruit.

The wealthier of these shopkeepers, who by 1851 had probably built
up substantial businesses, could be named as:



HIGH STREET (east side) c. 1904
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R. Stringer  draper and grocer
H. Goodman  mealman
T. Dear   bread and biscuit maker
J. Boddy   master baker

(These four each employed a servant, an important indication of wealth
in those days. At that time only 32 people in Harefield employed servants,
most of them being farmers and residents of large estates.)

R. Ratcliffe  grocer
J. Ratcliffe  butcher and farmer (Colney Farm)
B. Somerville  master baker
H. Hale   tailor, with one apprentice
Chas. Filkins  blacksmith
W. Collett   butcher

During the next twenty years, the population remained practically
static, as did the number of shops. One noticeable change, however, was
in the number of retailers, which, by the time of the 1871 census, had
halved to only five. This was undoubtedly because the most successful
had expanded, and put the smaller ones out of business, a trend which has
continued to the present day.

In 1861 the retailers consisted of:
3 butchers
6 bakers
4 grocers

Some of them sold more than one kind of goods, e.g. baker/corn
dealer, butcher/beer seller, grocer/draper. Services were more numerous:
shoemakers (4), saddle maker, blacksmith (J. Hibbert, Est. 1733), farrier,
tailor, wheelwrights (2), builders (2), an engineer, wood dealers (4),
carpenters (9), carters (2), carriers (2), solicitor, garden labourers (2),
laundresses (2), needlewomen, charwomen (3), a painter and glazier,
dairyman, miller, fisherman, corn and coal merchant, tea dealer, and a
sweet seller. Two policemen, a sergeant and a constable,- endeavoured to
preserve the peace amongst these and other villagers. It is not always easy
to establish exactly where the shops were. We know they were mainly in
what we now call the High Street, but in the 19th century these cottages
were known by name only. It was not until the 1920s that the buildings
in the High Street were numbered.

What was the High Street like at the turn of the century? From the
1871 Census we know there were about ten cottages between today's

bakery and the Bank. One of them, near Humphreys' Shoe Shop, was a
draper and grocer, run by Mr. Quickenden from 1865 to 1892. At the other
end of the row, Mary Winship sold beer. This cottage later became the
Rose and Crown. Somewhere in the middle was a baker, H. Farrant. Mr.
David Collett took over Mr. Quickenden's shop, and possibly the cottage
or cottages alongside. One of our oldest inhabitants, born in 1884, told us
that 'it was a big shop — used to be baker's, grocer's, laundry — it used
to sell everything'. This was burnt down in the 1890s. About the same
time, 1896, David Collett, the builder, also acquired a row of cottages at
the corner of Park Lane. He demolished these, including a little grocery
shop kept by Mr. William Foster since 1865, and on the site he erected
the present row of shops. He transferred his grocer/draper's business from
the fire-damaged premises to the corner site, and let the other three smaller
shops to other retailers. These were probably taken up by people who had
previously operated from their front rooms, and who were attracted by —
and could afford — the large plate glass windows which made them look
so different from the previous ' front room shops '.

Old photographs of the High Street, give an idea of what the shops
and cottages looked like at about the turn of the century. The retailers'
names and descriptions of trade are taken from the Trade Directories, and
we have been helped by local people who are able to remember the
situation of each shop.

Very few changes took place, apart from the shops changing
ownership, during the next thirty years or so. The Rose and Crown ceased
to be a public house and became a cottage again. After the First World
War two more cottages were demolished to make way for the Co-operative
Society store. The sitting room alongside the bakery was built up, and
became the National Provincial Bank. Earlier the Bank ' had come from
Rickmansworth, once a week — and a lady in the cottage next door to the
Rose and Crown let them use her front room '.

The next major change took place in the late 1950s, when the ruins
of the Cricketers Inn were finally demolished. After The Cricketers lost
its licence in 1936, it was used by the Uxbridge Council as a builders yard
and maintenance store. This then moved to Newdigate Road, and the
present block was erected on the site. In the mid 1960s the cottages at the
southern end were demolished, making way for the modern block which
extends from the National Westminster Bank to Morlea, the butcher.



The High Street, looking south, at about the turn of the century. (The milkman later became Town Crier of Uxbridge.







On the east side of the High Street, apart from the new Church Hall,
the buildings are more or less as they were a century ago. In the late 19th
century there was only one shop, Marchants, which used to sell almost
everything. In 1896, Abednigo Bishop made and repaired boots and shoes
in the front room of his cottage, next door to the Lord Nelson, but it was
not strictly speaking a shop until later, when Mr. Sumner opened a chemist
shop there. Get two customers in there and it was crowded ', one resident
remembers.

In 1871 most of the east side of the High Street consisted of a row of
labourers' cottages. At one end was a large house in a large garden, called
Poplar House, the property of a Mr. H. Chapman, auctioneer and wine
merchant. At the other end of the High Street was the Lodge House at the
gates to Harefield House, the home of the Rt. Hon. Sir J.B. Bytes, the
judge. The Lodge House looks very much today as it did in the last
century. Harefield House now belongs to the Ministry of Defence.

Although shops were gradually taking over from the cottages on the
west side from the late 19th century onwards, the east side remained
largely residential until after the Second World War, when the chimneys
began to disappear, and the ground floor frontages became large areas of
plate glass. The change was completed with the demolition of the Old
School (Church Hall) in 1971, together with part of the School House,
on which site is the present Church Hall, completed in 1973.
THE BROWNS OF HAREFIELD

Some people in 19th-century Harefield followed two or more trades.
By doing this it was possible to amass a substantial amount of money and
to become a respected local figure. Among these local worthies the
Browns were especially prominent, and are still remembered by older
inhabitants.

Charles Brown, the founder of the family fortunes, was born in 1834,
died in 1896 and is buried in Harefield churchyard. In the 1851 Census
return he appears as 'C. Brown, Carpenter' living in the village street, five
doors from Mr. Winship's pub and butcher's business. By 1861, C. Brown,
Building Contractor, is living at the Lord Nelson beer-house, employing
fourteen people, while 1871 sees Mr. Charles Brown, now a building
contractor and farmer, aged 36, with his wife Ellen from Upton (Slough)
and sons Charles, 12, Collingwood, 9, Henry R., 7, George R., 5, and
daughter Ann Louise, 3, living at Park Place, a substantial building off
Newdigate Road. It had seven bedrooms and the Browns seem to have
had a lodger for a time — in 1875 P. Deaken Esq., Artist, lived there.
Today the house is a Borough Council store and two residences. It has a
long barn and a large square yard enclosed by a wall.

In 1876 Charles Brown was appointed Overseer of the Poor, and
eventually Poor-Law Guardian too. In 1880 he was Surveyor of
Highways. He carried out improvements to the copper mills and the
Memorial Hall, and added undertaking to his other trades, organising the
funeral of Mrs. Vernon of Harefield Park. He eventually became steward
of the estate. He was Hon. Secretary to the local Foresters, an energetic
and hard-working man, and obviously one with a good eye for future
business.

One of his business ventures involved taking over Whiteheath Farm,
where he raised pigs, though he kept on his building yard at Park Place.
He moved to Conduit Farm (now known as Manor Court) and in 1884

M.B. Goddard, family butcher, about 1912.



the family had a big wedding — Charles Brown junior married Miss
Frances Varcoe, eldest daughter of Mr. G. Varcoe of London and
Whiteheath. This was, of course, at Harefield church, with the Rev A.A.
Harland officiating. Bunting was displayed from the church tower and in
the village, and 'interest was shown in other ways'. The bride wore cream
lace and brocaded silk, and the four bridesmaids wore cream and bronze
with bouquets of roses. A large company partook of the wedding breakfast
at Whiteheath and the couple departed for Hastings.

A little later all the 70 employees of C. Brown & Son, Builders, were
entertained at Conduit Farm to an ample spread '. Toasts followed and Mr.
and Mrs. C. Brown junior were presented with a blue and white china tea
service. Mr. Charles thanked the employees, and a collection was made
for one man who was ill. The company broke up at 10 p.m.

In September, 1884, C. Brown & Son advertised for carpenters and
joiners for whom there was plenty of work building new labourers'
cottages at various farms.

The now urgent question of Harefield's drainage gave the Brown
family a great opportunity, and by keeping their tenders low they were
able to corner all the drainage work. Mr. Brown had obviously acquired
quite a lot of knowledge, and the Sanitary Board, to which he had been
elected, seemed only too glad to rely on him. There was jealousy and
suspicion, even anonymous letters, and Mr. Brown assured the Board that
all contracts were in his son's name. If ever he himself did any work for
the Board, he said, he always got a magistrate's permission first.

In 1885, and again the following year, Brown & Son advertised a
convenient farmhouse to let '. This could have been Whiteheath, which in
1890 was being leased with its 14 rooms for £30 a year.

In June 1885 a son was born to Charles junior and Frances at Park
Place, and in July 1886 another son arrived, One of these boys was
educated at John Lyon School, Harrow.

Mr. Brown bought the old Malt House, and in 1887 the Jubilee dinner
for old people was held there.

By 1888 the family was working three of Harefield's farms, Conduit,
Park Lodge and Whiteheath, together with the building concern at Park
Place. Mr. Brown was asked to develop an old gravel quarry near
Rickmansworth which was in trust for holders of certain allotments.
Tenders were again asked for further sewers, and again Brown's was the
lowest. There was a new burst of jealousy and innuendo, so all the tenders

were made public. In July Collingwood Brown bought Mr. Somerville's
bakery and corn-dealer's business.

Apart from work, the Brown family took an active part in village life.
Charles junior played in the cricket team and his younger brother George
was Hon. Secretary to the Foresters, with Henry as Chief Ranger. Various
members of the family helped in concerts in aid of the Reading and
Recreation Society. Henry became cricket captain and was presented with
a bat. Charles junior, Henry and George were all sidesmen at the Church,
There were always four or five Browns attending Vestry meetings. Mr.
Brown senior was on the Horticultural Committee. It would be hard to
find a village activity in which no Browns took part.

In 1890 trouble developed in the sewers. Mr. Brown said they had
not been flushed for four years, so now it had to be done. He remarked
that it was ridiculous to compel provision of water but to be unable to
compel use of it. At the Easter Vestry, Charles junior suggested buying
the Christmas coal for the poor in summer when it was cheaper. No-one
had thought of doing this. George now had Hope Cottage, and was given
a certificate to carry on a dairy business. In July Mr. Quickenden retired
from the Post Office, and there was competition for the job, with petitions,
wire-pulling and bets. Mr. Collingwood Brown was a native, a churchman,
a good conservative, and the son of a Guardian '. What more could
Harefield require of its Postmaster? The unsuccessful applicant, Mr.
Marchant, was ' a stranger, a chappeller, with unknown politics '.
Collingwood published a letter of thanks to those who had exerted their
influence on his behalf. Mr. Filkins was put out, as he owned the property
and had fitted it out as a Post Office.

Browns' building activities continued: a slaughter-house behind Mr.
Prickett's shop; pairs of workmen's cottages; the relaying of part of the
sewer to permit additional classrooms at the school. Collingwood and
George sang in aid of the football club, and Charles junior played in the
team. George showed butter and cream at the Horticultural Show.

Then in 1893, Mr. Brown Senior was re-elected Highway Surveyor
by three votes, after a sharp discussion about the way the job had been
done. A poll was decided upon, and one of Mr. Brown's letters appeared
in the press asking for votes. On 8th April, the village was a buzz of
excitement as the poll progressed at the village schoolroom. It was a
Saturday so there was no extra holiday for the pupils. Mr. Ratcliff, Mr.
Brown's opponent, was displeased by the fact that all through the day one



of Mr. Brown's sons kept watch at the polling station. The Rev. Harland
read out the result: Brown 141, Ratcliff 92.

The following week Mr. Brown wrote thanking the voters. The letter
was written from the Manor House. Was he placing himself on a higher
social level as a consolation for growing criticism by his colleagues, or
was this an answer to the competition presented in the village by the new
Scottish residents, one of whom, Mr. McCallum, lived in the Manor House
at the asbestos Mill?

The next event for the Brown family was what the newspapers called
'A Flash Wedding', when Miss Brown married Sidney Varcoe of
Whiteheath and London. She was dressed in cream serge and
swans¬down, and the service was choral, with Charles junior at the organ,
while the bells rang a merry peal. The bunting was out again and the
village was in festive mood. The pair left the Manor House for the English
Lakes amid a shower of rice.

In 1895 Collingwood Brown became one of the four Overseers. In
1896, technical education was beginning in rural areas, and in Harefield
carpentry was in the able hands of Charles Brown junior. He had 48 pupils.
He and his brothers took a very active part in the Parish Council
deliberations. At one meeting Mr. Brown senior complained that the
charity coal was being given to a man with land and a pension, but he

made a mistake and someone remarked that he ' had the wrong sow by
the ear '. This was followed by roars of laughter. Mr. C. Brown junior
heckled the new members of the council and it was said that a more
disorderly meeting had never been held in the village. (He was later
accorded the nickname of Snapper ', and at least one parishioner
remembers him chasing away children who annoyed him.) On another
occasion Henry Brown ' shouted all through the meeting' while Mr. Collett,
a rival builder, kept them in roars of laughter '. With the howls and groans
and laughter it must have been even noisier than the previous meeting.
Mr. George Brown was offensive to the Chairman, who got up and left.
At the next meeting George apologised, saying he was ' not as well
educated as Mr. Harland'.

Then suddenly in August 1896, Mr. Brown senior became paralysed,
and on the 31st, he died. This much-respected, energetic, ambitious,
responsible resident of Harefield, twenty-two years Secretary, then District
Chief Ranger and District Treasurer of the Ancient Order of Foresters, as
well as holder of many local offices, was taken to Harefield church ' in
the midst of numerous brethren of the Order, and friends and residents of
the neighbourhood, and his remains were laid to rest in the Parish
Churchyard '.



THE CANAL

In his Tour of the Grand Junction Canal in 1819, John Hassell,
travelling from Rickmansworth, wrote: '. . . . Turning round by the
Bear Inn we take the road to Harefield, and at the summit of the hill

have a delightful view into the valley with the town of Rickmansworth
at its farthest recess. About a mile to the right, and descending the Colne
stream, are some celebrated copper mills; and at the extremity of the
village, we come in view of a charming expanse of scenery, the Colne
and the navigations passing up the vale beneath us; the river meandering
in a variety of curves, wanders under the opposite brows, which are
bounded by some noble woods in the distance; beyond this the hills rise
in bold forms, delineating a very sweet picture. As we decline the hill,
the church, a rural object, stands a short distance on the left. From this
place the road passes between hedgerows and we have only occasional
peeps into the valley.'

This picture is still recognisable today, though the meanderings of
the Colne are not easy to distinguish amongst the lakes formed by 20th
century gravel workings.

By 1819 the canal had been operating for some years. In about 1795
the Grand Junction Canal Company started buying land in Harefield, most
of it in strips not more than 20 yards wide (to include the width of the
canal, the towing path and the ditches and fences which the company had
to provide), so the purchases were not very large. £293.8s.9d. was paid
for a stretch of Harefield Moor — just over 7 acres in all (this was invested
in 3 per cent Consols because so many people had interests in the moor
that it was impossible to decide how to allocate the money) — and in
1796, three acres bordering the River Colne belonging to George Cooke
of Harefield Park were valued at £221.19s.0¾d.

Although the canal was opened from Brentford via Harefield to
Hemel Hempstead in 1797, it was not possible for boats to get through to
Braunston (the junction for Birmingham, the industrial Midlands and the
North) until 1805, when the Blisworth tunnel was finished (from 1800-
1805 the northern and southern sections of the system were linked by an
iron railway with horse drawn trucks to carry goods over Blisworth Hill).
It was also in 1805 that the G.J.C.C. obtained permission to bring a
maximum of 50,000 tons of coal a year into London, provided that they
paid the Corporation of London the same duty as that paid on sea coal.
This, then, would be the period when the canal would start to get really
busy, though there must have been enough traffic before to warrant the
appointment in 1802 of a Toll Clerk in Harefield at a salary of £50 p.a.
(it doesn't seem to have become a permanent base for tolls, though).

There was already a lock-keeper at the copper mills at Harefield. He
was appointed in 1798 at a wage of 15s. a week. Orders were given for a
lock-house to be built there in the same year and in 1799 the canal
company set about acquiring 12 perches for a lock-house from an orchard
belonging to George Cooke, valued at £5.12s.6d. ' (this was at Jack's lock).

According to the canal historian Charles Hadfield, the Grand Junction
carried about 190,000 tons of goods into London in 1810 - coal, iron,
bricks, timber, lime and stone and agricultural produce, mainly. Harefield
probably contributed to this. The Harefield Lime Company was in
business (the G.J.C.C. paid bills for lime from this firm in 1802 and again
in 1808), and so of course was the Mines Royal Copper Company (the
G.J.C.C. was one of its customers) and there was also another firm, Messrs
Hodder & Co., 'engaged in digging flints in Harefield', which used the
canal to remove chalk from the flint works to the Thames and carried back
more flints which came from Gravesend. A more local user at this period

5. Transport



was Salter's Brewery, Rickmansworth, which in 1805 constructed a side
lock from which beer was transported to Uxbridge (coals to Newcastle!).

The copper mills were, of course, closely bound up with the G.J.C.C.
and the relationship wasn't always amicable. In 1802-3 there was a
complaint that those holding mills, factories and lands on the Colne didn't
have enough water because of local trade and the leakage of the canal and
locks, waste of water by bargemen and 'absorption and evaporation'.
Whilst the General Committee of the G.J.C.C. regarded these as 'vague'
assertions, it was agreed to make an accurate assessment of the amount
of water which might be lost. In a further protest (circa 1810) about a
proposal to supply Paddington with water from the canal, it was claimed
that this would harm the manufacture (on the River Colne) of 'the Copper
for Sheathing and Bolts, for the use of the Navy'.

The road bridge over the canal seems to have been a constant source
of trouble. In 1802 it was reported that ‘the Draw Bridge at Harefield
Copper Mills had been broke down by Thomas Troy of Rickmersworth
carelessly drawing timber over the same and that the expence (sic) of
repairing it amounts to £2.3s.0½d'. Mr. Troy was to be invited to make
‘satisfaction for the trespass’. In 1805 there was talk of removing the
bridge to another spot; later, it was decided to repair or rebuild it ‘as
expedient’. In 1875 an iron bridge, which existed until the 1970s, replaced
the wooden structure. It posed many problems for the large vehicles of
the 20th century.

A good deal is known about business on the Grand Junction in the
1830s. Harry Hanson in his book The Canal Boatmen gives a description
of the London-bound traffic (which must have passed through Harefield).
He notes that each week in 1832 over 100 fly-boats (that is, non-stop boats
drawn by relays of horses and crewed by four men starting at fixed times
and carrying up to 15 tons of manufactured goods for the home and export
markets) had to force their way past 80 slow boats and 138 coal boats as
they moved towards London from Braunston. The fly-boats always
travelled through the night (from 1806 lock-keepers were given an
allowance for the use of candles whilst on night duty) but by the mid 1830s
night work was permissible for all boats and Sunday work was universal.

Relatively few people in Harefield seem to have had direct
connections with the canal judging by the analysis of occupations in the
Census returns. Harry Hanson suggests that after 1830 there emerged a
separate, self-perpetuating canal society ' and also that family boats were

common on the southern section of the Grand Junction, so boatmen were
not very likely to live locally.

In 1851 there were just three boatmen (neighbours) with homes in
the village, but though many more people lived near the canal than
nowadays, apart from the lock-keepers, their work was not directly
connected with the waterways; there were cottages for lime-burners and
copper workers in the Summerhouse Lane area (some of which were
demolished comparatively recently) and opposite, on the towpath side of
the canal, were seven cottages for copper workers called Workhouse Row
(they are converted now and have a different name). The position was
much the same in 1861. A barge carter (E. Trumper) lived in Park Lane,
a barge loader (J. Thomas) at the Copper Mills, and another (C. Winter)
in Church Hill. There were boatmen (R. Morley) at Hill End, and in the
High Street (H. Bignell). The Census of 1871 included people living on
boats. At Lime Kiln Wharf there were the ‘William’ and the ‘Frank’
loaded with chalk, each with a captain, mate and second mate on board,

Jack’s Mill



and at Black Jack's there were the ‘Warwick’ and the 'Blue Lias' each with
a captain, wife and mate, plus three and six children respectively.

Whilst it sounds rather a squash in Workhouse Row, where (in 1871)
one of the two up and two down cottages was occupied by a millwright,
his wife and four children, conditions on the 'Blue Lias' were obviously
worse - and if it was a narrow boat the cabin would only have been 8½ft.
long, 6¾ft. wide and 5ft. high. Overcrowding of this sort appears to have
been common on 'family boats' and led to the passing of Canal Boat Acts
in 1877 and 1884 designed to improve conditions on boats and to ensure
that children had some education. It probably wasn't easy to enforce the
Acts, though. George Smith of Coalville, a well-known campaigner for
improving the lot of canal boatmen, was in this area in 1881:

‘On going by Harefield we saw two boats loading with either chalk or
lime upon which there were a large number of children. They belonged
to a firm at Droitwich of whom I had hoped better things. Charlie said
to me 'Do you know how many there are upon those two boats?' I said
'No,' to which he replied that there were man, wife and eight sons and
daughters, several of whom were grown up and not one of whom could
tell a letter.’

Mr. Smith, incidentally, contrasts the canal in this area with the ‘black
sludge’ of the Paddington ‘cesspool of filth and iniquity’: ‘The water was
as clear as spring water, the fish darted by us in large quantities and the
pebbles could be seen at the bottom quite distinctly’. He wasn't alone in
viewing the canal with favour. Outings were popular. In 1884 the local
paper describes a Union workhouse excursion. The party, accompanied
by the band of the St. Marylebone Schools, set sail for Harefield in the
‘Victory’ and the ‘Polly’. Jack's lock was reached at noon. A substantial
dinner was served in a tent and there was a Punch and Judy Show
afterwards. In 1888, 80 members of a Girls Friendly Society had a similar
trip, marred unfortunately by incessant rain. Another tribute to the
cleanliness of the water: in 1891 a ‘party of bean-feasters’ on the canal
bank went swimming for a wager — it was the prospect of naked bodies,
presumably, that forced ladies to ‘delay their walk and turn back’.

Chalk and lime were evidently major exports from Harefield itself.
Lime and cement went south (towards London) in increasing quantities
up to 1928 and the chalk business was also a substantial one. In 1893 a
list of works' on the canal includes a landing and chalk shoot just south
of Springwell Bridge; landings with chalk shoots, a whiting stage and

dock at the Harefield Lime Works; and a dock, two landing stages (one
with a tramway) and a boat slip at the Harefield Brick and Cement Works
below Black Jack's. There were, in addition, several manure landings, a
wharf for the Springwell Pure Water, Ice and Mineral Water Co., and a
landing for the Railway (Northolt and High Wycombe), which can only
have been at the planning stage, was also mentioned. The coal trade
steadily declined after the coming of the railways. A City Dues Stone was
set up on the boundary of the Metropolitan Police District under the
London Coal and Wine Duties Continuance Act of 1861 (the stone is still
there, outside the old Collector's house near Stockers lock), but the
tonnage transported into the metropolitan area by canal dropped from
about 20,000 in 1860 to 8,500 in 1865; by rail it rose by a million tons in
the same period. An article in the Rickmansworth Historian mentions that
in 1871 coal was brought by rail to Rickmansworth and then transported
by canal to Uxbridge. The paper mills to the north were the source of a
good deal of traffic through Harefield until quite recent times, and
'Dickinson's Paper-dashers' were well known boats. The fact that as late
as 1934 Walker Bros. of Rickmansworth converted a barge to make the
first floating school for children is also proof that there was plenty of
activity on the canals before the Second World War. A mission but had
been established on the canal bank near Copper Mill lock in the 1920s
and was run by the Vicar of Harefield, but one has the impression that
this was attended by local residents rather than people from the boats (the
hut was eventually moved in 1948). After the war traffic dwindled, and
by the 1970s there was just one pair of commercial boats operating
through Harefield. Now, however, pleasure boating is on the increase, so
the canal lives on.

ROADS
Harefield has always been isolated. The village was four miles from

the main London-Oxford road which ran through the centre of Uxbridge
in the 19th century. Before the Enclosure Act of 1813 there was only one
main road into the village, called Harefield Lane, which ran from
Uxbridge to Rickmansworth, along the line of Breakspear Road. Hill End
Road and Park Lane existed but were not named, and New Years Green
Lane forked south from Harefield Lane. The Enclosure Act stated which
roads and footpaths were to remain public for ever, but most of these
roads remained narrow, winding, badly maintained, and liable to flooding.



The biggest change brought about by the Act was the construction of the
southern part of the present Harvil Road, which can still be recognised by
its straightness.

The Vestry was responsible for running the parish in the early 19th
century, and appointed two Surveyors of Highways. John Trumper and
Benjamin Babb were surveyors in 1801. They levied a Highway rate, and
organised the work on the roads. They paid a man 12s and a boy 5s. for a
week's work. In 1801 the Highway accounts record 17s. paid throughout
the year to John Bugbee and his son for `throwing up the road across the
common', and in 1809 £2 was paid for picking 80 loads of stones. 12s was
paid to John Mead for preparing gravel pits and 6s. for spreading gravel.
The parish had ceased to be responsible for its own roads by the end of
the 19th century.

There were four means of travel in the 19th century, the carrier, the
wagon, the cart and horseback. For the ordinary people the usual way was
on foot. This continued throughout the century, and the roads improved
very little. A letter in the local paper in 1878 from someone calling himself
'an old horse' complains about roads having holes six inches deep, and in
1879 there were complaints of the disgraceful condition of roads and holes,
etc. Old inhabitants remember the shocking state of the roads at the end
of the 19th century, with old men being employed to fill in the holes.

In 1881 a new bridge was erected between Harefield and Denham,
known as the Green Bridge, costing £1,940. There were floods in 1888
when all footbridges were swept away and people could not cross the
Colne Valley on their way to work. Travel could be hazardous in those
days. In 1892, for instance, a horse and cart driven by a boy along the
canal fell into the water. In 1890, A. Priest and P. Watson were charged
with 'furious driving' of horses and carts. The pace was 14 m.p.h. and they
were fined 10s. each. A woman was stranded at Watford trying to get to
the Copper Mills, the last train for Rickmansworth having gone, but 'a
benefactor hired a conveyance for 9s.' for her.

There was very little public transport on the roads. In the 19th century
the inns in the village advertised 'Flys'. In 1882 there was a Fly for
Uxbridge, Harefield and Rickmansworth, leaving Uxbridge at 5 p.m. on
Fridays and returning through Hill End and West Hyde, with ‘very
reasonable terms’. What was there in Rickmansworth to attract people at
that time of the evening? In 1890 Thomas Miller of the ‘King's Arms’
advertised as Fly Proprietor and Job-worker with ‘Conveyance to meet all

trains’. In 1891 the carrier, Mr. Jefferies, went to Uxbridge on Tuesdays,
Thursdays and Saturdays, and to Rickmans worth on Mondays,
Wednesdays and Fridays. Carriers must have been very important in a
village with only small local shops. In 1851 there were two carriers, Robert
Watson at Hill End and A. Sibley in the High Street. Having got your
goods to Uxbridge, D. Craxford of 1, Belmont Terrace, would take them
to London daily, heavy goods at 8d. a cwt. and parcels under 14 lbs. for
4d. In 1875 the same man was advertising a four horse omnibus from the
Chequers to the races at Ascot for 10s.

People did not leave Harefield very often. According to one old
inhabitant: 'If you went to Watford you thought it was wonderful. To get
there, you walked to Rickmansworth, then went on the train, and had to
walk back if you missed the last train'. Another, born in 1896, said that
her greatest treat as a girl was the journey to Uxbridge in the carrier's cart,
the return journey costing 6d.

In the 1920s and 30s most people working outside Harefield used
bicycles. To go to Uxbridge and London meant walking to Denham and
catching a train. Marks' Garage operated a taxi, a big black Rolls Royce.
The National Bus Co. started buses to Watford, setting off from the King's
Arms, and running via the Two Hills, and most older people remember
the buses failing to get up the hills, whereupon everyone had to get out
and push. Filkins and Ainsworth ran a bus service to Uxbridge in the
1930s; in the early days they ran every three hours, going up to the station
at Denham en route. They also ran a service to Rickmansworth, going via
Northwood Road. From Rickmansworth you could still go by the little
train to Watford, as well as by bus.

Harvil Road between the wars was still a winding country road with
a water splash at the bottom of the hill. There was a plank bridge at the
side, and when the water was deep it meant pushing your bike over it, a
little nerve racking on a dark wet winter's night with the wind whistling
through the telegraph wires.
After the First World War, brakes had given way to charabancs for
outings, but shopkeepers and milkmen still used horses and carts to deliver
goods and of course there were errand boys on bicycles. In fact, milk was
still delivered by horse and cart in the Second World War.

In conclusion, it might be noted that although the bus service is a
continual source of complaint and discussion in the village, the isolation
and lack of a railway has meant that Harefield is still quite rural and truly



The leafy High Street, about 1900, looking towards the KingsHead and its Butcher’s shop.
The entrance to the old Vicarage is on the right of the picture.



a village, and has been saved from the spread of suburbia that has swamped
most of Middlesex. The character of the village would have been quite
different had the railway ever come nearer.

RAILWAYS
There were eleven Acts of Parliament from 1862 to 1922 whose

objectives were to link Uxbridge (Vine Street) and Rickmansworth
(Church Street), but all failed, mostly for financial reasons. The projected
line of this railway along the Colne Valley would probably have given
Harefield a station at the bottom of Park Lane, somewhere between the
Fisheries Inn and West Hyde village.

It was not, however, until 1906 that the railway conquered the steep
contours and the London clay that characterise Harefield and entered the
parish. The Great Western and Great Central Railway Companies had in
1899 formed the Great Western and Great Central Joint Committee to
build the railway line that was to link, on the one hand, London
(Paddington) and Birmingham, and on the other, Marylebone and the Great
Central network in the North of England. The line was opened to
passengers on 2nd April 1906 with stations at Ruislip and Ickenham (later
to be re-named West Ruislip) and Denham. It passed under Harvil Road
by the bridge at Short Hill some two miles from Harefield village. The
bridge was made of Staffordshire Blue engineering bricks, and, with the
optimism of the railway company evident, was made wide enough for the
two tracks to be increased by a further two as the traffic developed. It was
in fact the last main-line railway to be built in this country, and those two
extra tracks were never built.

The Harefield Parish Council in 1896 expressed opposition to the
proposal to build this railway. In 1898, however, the Parish Council, albeit
with different members, assented to the scheme, and in February 1906
went so far as to ask the railway company to make a Halt at Short Hill -
or to give a motor-bus service from Harefield to Denham. Neither of these
requests apparently came to anything, although the name of Denham
station was later changed to 'Denham for Harefield' probably as a result
of a request from the Parish Council.

Harefield Halt and a 'mileage siding' was opened on 24th September,
1928 in the cutting to the west of the road-bridge which carries Harvil
Road over the railway line. A Mr. George Rose, who owned land on both

sides of the railway at this point, proposed some building development.
The railway company agreed to build and operate a Halt on condition that
Mr. Rose, for a period of five years, be guaranteed a yearly revenue from
the Halt and goods siding of £1,250. Two simple platforms of wood were
put up, with a small corrugated-iron shelter on each. There was a ticket
office at the entrance at the north side of the road-bridge. Two footways
led down to the platforms, and a track wide enough for motor-vehicles
led down to the goods siding. The cost of construction was £7,154. The
Halt was 13 miles and 16 chains from Paddington. Its name was changed
to South Harefield Halt in May 1929. The 1930 timetable shows a service
of some 25 trains (Monday to Saturday) stopping at the Halt in each
direction, and 17 on Sundays. These were operated by both steam
locomotives and by railcar, and gave services to both Paddington and
Marylebone on the up line, and to High Wycombe, Princes Risborough,
Aylesbury and Oxford on the down. Express trains to many parts of the
north and north-west of England would be a frequent sight passing through
the Halt.

Mr. Rose, however, experienced financial difficulties , and did not
proceed with his building development. The Halt was re-named simply
‘South Harefield’ in September 1931 and shortly afterwards on 1 October
was closed. It is likely that the decisions not to proceed with the building
development and to close the Halt were influenced by the considerable
concern being expressed at this time by the Middlesex County Council at
the erosion of the open country by suburban development. The Green Belt
Act was passed in 1938.

The London Passenger Transport Board came into being in 1933. As
part of its major programme of works designed to improve the London
transport system, it proposed to build the Central Line to West Ruislip,
and in 1937 to extend the line to Denham with a Halt at South Harefield.

The Central Line reached West Ruislip in 1948, but the proposal to
extend the line to Denham was dropped 'as that section was now in the
London Green Belt'.

A proposal to construct a light railway between Uxbridge and
Harefield in 1922 came to nothing.

Harefield, then, with an operational station for only three years, can
at least boast that Harefield Halt was one of the very last railway stations
to be built on the last main line in this country. Harefield just had a station.



From the 17th century onwards there were many important changes
in the social and economic structure of rural England. The enclosure
of the common land and the subsequent improvement in

agricultural efficiency deprived many people of the means of self-
sufficiency and employment. Unemployment was a constant fact of life.
Things were made worse by the high price of food, particularly bread,
during the Napoleonic Wars of 1793-1815. There was also a substantial
increase in the population without a corresponding increase in the number
of jobs. It is not surprising to find that in Harefield it was the agricultural
workers who were in the greatest distress and in need of poor relief by
the parish. This relief was based on the Poor Law of 1601.

The Parish System
Prior to 1834 each parish was responsible for its own poor. Because

the wealth of parishes varied, there was a large element of good fortune
as to how one fared when in difficulties; one could be better off by being
poor in one parish than in another. Relief was financed by the poor rate,
which like our Rates of today was a levy on occupiers of property. This
levy fell very unequally, according to the economic conditions of a
particular parish. The administrators of this system were the Vestry, the
antecedent of today's Parochial Church Council. It appointed one or more
Overseers of the Poor. The parish officers were subject to the overall
supervision of the local Justices of the Peace.

There were two main kinds of assistance, namely outdoor ' relief
meaning a dole or pension, and ' indoor ' relief, which was given in the
workhouse. The latter was usually the less common. Workhouses were
originally built because of the statutory obligation on each parish to `set
the poor on work'. It was felt that ratepayers should not have to pay what

we would now call unemployment benefits, and that if employers could
not provide work, the parish officials should instead. Workhouses were
not intended to be pleasant places, since if they were, people might prefer
life in them to the hazards of the outside world. In practice the system did
not work out according to intentions. In hard times it proved cheaper to
give occasional money allowances to the unemployed than to pay for their
board and lodging in the workhouses. Workhouses thus became the last
refuge of the aged, the decrepit, and of orphans or children whose parents
could not afford to look after them. The cost of outdoor relief began to
climb steeply at the end of the 18th century, to the annoyance of the
ratepayers, and in 1834 the Government brought in a new system which
transferred responsibility of poor relief to Unions, or groups of parishes.

In Harefield a workhouse was established before 1776. The present
building dates from 1782, and survives today in Breakspear Road as a
private residence. It was closed as a workhouse in 1836 and divided into
cottages. Harefield then combined with other parishes and used the central
Union workhouse at Uxbridge. These Union workhouses were deliberately
made uncomfortable to deter people from asking for assistance; most
people did their best to keep out of them at any cost.

The Overseers of the Poor had considerable powers, including, under
the Settlement Act of 1662, a power to remove from the parish any person
seeking poor relief who did not qualify by birth or length of residence,
and many 'settlement certificates' survive in the chest in the parish church.
In Harefield a salaried Assistant Overseer was appointed in 1820 — earlier
than in many parishes; this indicates an attempt to be efficient in the
administration of poor law relief.

The Harefield Vestry met regularly before 1834 and decided the
amount of poor rate to be levied on the value of property. Its members

6. Farming the Poor



were the local owners of large estates and the farmers. In 1822, presumably
because of rising costs, they decided to farm the poor in and out of the
workhouse', i.e. to contract them out, almost as if they were animals to be
kept alive providing they gave something in return. The new system, as
will be seen, reduced costs substantially, although they rose again at the
end of the 1820s.

In the period for which Vestry Minutes survive in the parish chest
(1821-1832) the dominant figure is William Trumper of Dews Farm. He
was usually a churchwarden and Chairman of the Vestry. Other members
of the Trumper family also frequently served. Other names frequently
appearing in these Minutes (and some of these survive in the village today)
are Edward Ive of Highway Farm, George Ive of New Years Green, James
Gibbons of Noaks or Springwell Farm, William Andrews of Battlerswell
and James Anderson of Brackenbury.

Extracts from the Vestry Minutes
10th June 1821: ' It was agreed that Mr. Williamson's, the Surgeon's, bill

for £3.17s.4d. ought not to be paid and that the
Churchwardens and Overseer do give written notice to
the said Mr. Williamson not to attend on any Pauper, in
his medical capacity in the Parish without a written order
of their hands.'

9th Sept. 1821: ‘It was agreed to allow Henry Collett 2 shirts and 1 pair
of shoes for his son, Richard to fit him for service.'

5th Oct. 1822: ‘It was agreed that Charles Cox be allowed £858 for
paying, maintaining, clothing and employing the Poor
in and out of the House, and for paying for all Burials
and Medical Attention for the paupers residing within
the Parish. Mr. Cox also agreed to employ four labourers
on the Public Roads without any allowance or additional
payment for them.'

2nd April 1824: ‘The Churchwardens - William Trumper Senior, as Vicar's
Warden, and William Trumper Junior, for the Parish
were re-elected. The Vestry then adjourned to the King's
Arms for the purpose of balancing the year's accounts.'

23rd Sept.1825: ‘A meeting was called to consider Tenders for the
Contract to "Farm the Poor". The following had been
received:

Charles Cox  £800
William Crosfield £775
Matthew Bugbee £748.10s.0d.

The Chairman proposed and the other Warden seconded
a Resolution that the Cox's tender be accepted '. It was
duly passed. It was also agreed that the Wardens would
submit to the Magistrates an explanation of why it had
been decided to employ Mr. Cox again although at a
higher cost'.

4th Nov. 1831: Meeting called pursuant to a Notice given in the Church
that the Surveyors of the Highways intended to apply
to the Magistrates for a Highway Rate of ls. in the £. A
resolution was passed:

We whose names are hereunto subscribed do object
to the Rate as being unnecessary and inexpedient.
We consider the statute duty of 4 days for every £50
value with the addition of the Compositions usually
paid will be found quite sufficient for all necessary
repairs of our roads which are in quite as good a state
as any of the roads in the adjoining parishes — and
as our Parish is already greatly burdened with
Parochial Taxation and the Rates paid with great
difficulty by most of the Farmers and Tradesmen —
we cannot consent to add largely to our present
expenses as a Highway Rate of ls. in the £ would
impose upon us".' Signed by 19 persons (presumably
the whole Vestry) including one of the Surveyors of
the Highways.

April 1833: John Lightfoot, Vicar: his signature appears for the first
time in the Vestry Minutes.
The Minute Book ends 2nd October 1835 (the later
years are illegible).

Harefield Poor Rate
In 1803 the total sum raised by the poor rate was £853. This was twice

the amount raised in 1783 and three times the rate for 1776. £480 was
spent on outdoor and £354 on indoor relief: 27 people received permanent
outdoor relief (also 20 of their children of whom 12 were under five years



old; 10 people were given indoor relief; 93 people were assisted
occasionally, of whom 12 were either over sixty or disabled and 14 were
not of the parish.

By 1815 the total rate had risen to £1,055 though we should
remember that the population was also rising at this time. The
expend¬iture was £802. Permanent outdoor relief was given to 26 people
and permanent indoor relief to 29. Occasional relief was given to 24
people. This shows an unusually high proportion of paupers in the
workhouse, especially compared with the 1803 figures. Some parishes
provided only outdoor relief because of the high cost of maintaining a
workhouse.

Rates, at 4s. in the £, continued to rise until 1820, when income
reached £1,520. In 1822 the Vestry obviously decided on an economy
campaign and, as mentioned earlier, began 'farming the poor', the total
amount received from the rates dropped dramatically from £1,239 in 1822
to £858 in 1823.

The poor rate assessment made on 3rd February 1832 shows total
rateable property of £6,166 held by 189 persons (out of a total population
of about 1,300) and relating to an area of almost 7 square miles (which

is similar to today's area of the parish). The vast majority of the ratepayers
had property consisting of a cottage and garden of only a few poles in area
and valued at around £1.10s.0d. to £2.5s.0d. Clearly the remaining
families, totalling some 1,100 people, were not very well off in terms of
property.

In 1834 the total rate income had risen again to £1,172 and
expenditure amounted to £950. Outdoor relief was given to 47 people of
whom 22 were aged people and 25 were under fifteen years old. Indoor
relief was given to 15 people, all of whom were elderly, or young children.

It seems that the Harefield Vestry was experimenting with the idea
of cutting down outdoor relief to the able-bodied. This was one of the
cornerstones of the reformed system of 1834.
It appears that there were not many able-bodied paupers in Harefield at
this time, which compares favourably with other local parishes such as
Hayes and Harrow, where the bulk of the labouring poor were said to be
'only half fed'.

Poor Rate Disbursements
The Overseer maintained detailed accounts of income and expend-

iture and it seems that the general level of assistance was in the order of
2s. per week per beneficiary. The payments to labour were in the region
of 8s. for a week's work, or 5s.10d. for five days work.

Relief given for specific items illustrates the spending value of money
at this time:

Pair of shoes    5s. 0d
Shaving at barber's          4d
Journey to London  15s.0d
Loaf of Bread    9d
Interment fee     7s 0d

The watershed in the development of social security as we know it today
was the Poor Law Report of 1834. It was the outcome of an attempt by
Parliament to understand the state of the nation's poor and to formulate a
policy of central control and administration of financial assistance for the
unemployed, the aged and the sick. It led to legislation, which removed
entirely the former reliance upon the efforts of individual parishes to care
for their own people. The effects of this system are with us today, and
successive governments continue to refine its workings.

The Old Workhouse



Almshouses



In the 1870s great efforts were made to promote temperance. Meetings
were held, usually in the Memorial Hall, sometimes chaired by the
Rev. Harland, with bands playing, and the choir singing.
Was there a great amount of drunkenness? There was a pretty

continuous flow of cases in the Uxbridge courts, some involving violence,
mostly due to alcohol. Could this habit of imbibing be due to the awful
quality of the water available in the village for drinking? Although the
Colne Valley Water Co. was formed in 1873, it did not supply Harefield,
which had to wait until 1889 for a piped supply.

The 1875 Public Health Act gave responsibility previously carried
by the Overseers of the Parish, to the Uxbridge Rural Sanitary Authority.
In cases of illness or accident, Medical Officers could be called by the
Overseers from either Uxbridge or Rickmansworth.

Towards the end of the century there was a growing impulse to
safeguard the health of the people. This may have arisen through
epidemics in both rural communities and crowded towns, or as a directive
from central government. Mr. Gladstone's government, which resigned
in 1874, had achieved the drainage of Windsor Castle — even the royal
family could not escape typhoid. Disraeli's subsequent ministry
proclaimed its motto, ' Sanitas, sanitatum et omnia sanitas '.

It appears that in Harefield the parishioners did not want new drains,
or new rules of any kind. Their attitude was very conservative. The
Sanitary Authority consisted of ratepayers and property owners whose
enthusiasm for new schemes was tempered by the cost. Fortunately they
had a lively and conscientious Inspector of Nuisances, Mr. Bertram
Freeman. He reported scarlet fever in the summer of 1880 and took
samples of well water for analysis. Then there was a scare about the pond
on the Common. It was said to be polluted by sewage. Happily it turned
out to be only a 'private ditch' nearby which was polluted. The pond, it
was said, was in no way polluted, as it received only surface drainage.

However, as every cottage had a private cesspit, and these were not always
well maintained, it was only too likely that this surface drainage could
contain sewage, and this later became apparent.

Funds had to be squeezed out of the pockets of the property owners
for every improvement made, and they naturally preferred to receive their
rents without any expenditure on the property. A notice, served by the
Inspector whose eager nose had scented a seeping cesspit, was an
unpleasant and expensive shock. The Inspector was tenacious and
determined. He continued his travels along the pitted roads, on horseback
or by pony trap, his trained eye spotting the muckheap or pigsty too near
dwellings, taking samples of well water, jotting down all these things for
his fortnightly report. Often he was able to stir an unwilling meeting to
action.

Scarlet fever, diphtheria, measles, typhoid, menaced the occupants
of crowded cottages — families of farmworkers, brick-makers, labourers.
Each owner had to provide water and drainage for his tenants, and a new
cottage had to have a certificate from Mr. Freeman before the occupants
could move in.

In 1883 Mr. Freeman was reporting scarlet fever all over the district.
One 18-year-old girl with fever lived in a row of cottages supplied with
water from a dirty pond.

Vaccination was being carried out against smallpox by Dr. Murray
of Rickmansworth. It was said at a London conference that the sanitary
laws were becoming difficult to carry out in growing towns. County
Medical Inspectors were suggested with more control by local government.

The Medical Officer's report for 1883 showed 28 deaths in Harefield
out of a population of 1,503, seven more than the previous year; 23
Nuisances were dealt with; there was sewage on Vicarage premises and
a foul ditch in Harefield Park.

7. The Saga of the Sewers



Early in 1884 the Sanitary Authority had a long report to the effect
that Harefield's wells, being surface water, were contaminated. Springs,
it was said, were available 100 ft. down and a public well should be sunk
for general use. The meeting decided to send a letter, and adjourn the
matter, an action only too often taken.

In May Mr. Freeman had ten water samples tested and only three
were good. The remainder varied from fair to bad. Mr. Ratcliff's was good.
(Just as well, as he made the beer.) Notices were served on owners of the
bad wells. Then there was trouble with the police station drainage. The
police surveyor in Whitehall did not like cesspits. He suspected them, and
how right he was. He wanted a drain pipe. This led to much discussion,
and it was said if they fitted a drain, every village would want one. Other
residents were providing their own drainage, and the chairman was
anxious to avoid building ' a regular system of drainage '. In the end a
cesspit was to be built in such a manner that there would be no further
nuisance.

However, in June the police surveyor wrote asking how many
householders in Harefield would contribute to a deep well costing about
£500. The Clerk was to write saying nobody in Harefield would contribute
to a well. An offer was then made by the police to pay £50 towards this
well. They hadn't realised they were flogging a dead horse.

At a London conference of sanitary inspectors, rural water pollution
was discussed and it was said ' village areas often relied solely on surface
ponds (for drinking) which dried up in Summer becoming foul'. This was
certainly true of parts of Harefield.

Publicans began to complain of having to keep dead bodies on their
premises while awaiting inquests, especially those dragged from the canal.
In some places mortuaries were set up, but not in Harefield.

The cement works suffered from a bad smell emanating from the
open parish drain. Workmen had to be wheeled out into the open air. Mr.
Freeman now measured this watercourse through Conduit Farm, 1,240 ft.
An estimate was to be obtained for laying a pipe and filling in. Mr. Ratcliff
said it wasn't necessary to pipe the whole way, so they decided not to
proceed at present.

Time passed. Mr. Freeman kept collecting water samples. The police
wrote again and received a short answer. A new well serving ten cottages
in Chapel Row was ruined by people washing dirty buckets in it. Then
the National Schools had trouble — a double closet for 70 pupils with a

foul cesspit. And again Conduit Farm watercourse was very foul. By now
Mr. Brown was living there. He estimated the work of this drain at £145.
House-owners, it was said, should pay the most. Mr. Freeman again
measured it and this time he got 1,460 ft. The cost of glazed pipe, 12
inches covered by 18 inches of soil, would be £112.4s. Mr. Brown
suggested an intercepting tank and said tenders should be asked for. Mr.
Ratcliff again demurred, but the motion was carried.

The tenders arrived in April 1885, but now there was further delay
due to the question of Mr. Newdigate's permission. In May there was
typhoid fever and the well at a private school was found totally unfit. Plans
were made for lengthening the sewer along Rickmansworth Road, 1,400
ft. with a gradient of 2 ft. The contract was signed with C. Brown junior
for a Conduit Farm sewer. The plan for lengthening was adjourned. In
August the family at The Poplars had enteric fever, and two cesspits at
Mr. Nicholson's house were causing a stench.

Mr. Thomas, engineer of the Grand Junction Canal Co., got wind of
the Conduit Farm sewer scheme, and had to be reassured. Then the
Secretary of State in London wrote urging that the work `be pressed
forward with all possible dispatch '. Harefield ratepayers had awakened
to the approaching demands on their pockets, and they held a meeting.
Mr. Herbert Ewer and Mr. James Boyd were unwilling to pay. They and
19 others wanted a Special Drainage District ' declared. This appears to
have been a system whereby only those who would benefit would be
required to pay.

Harefield Pond 1905.



The October Sanitary meeting was being pressed from both sides.
They took action. They decided to go ahead, and they refused a Special
District.

Ratepayers' letters poured in. A deputation attended. All they got was
a sight of the drainage plans. By the end of October the sewer on Conduit
Farm was complete. and the account paid. Tenders for the additional sewer
were now in, and again Mr. Brown junior's was accepted, £195 against
£279, £335 and £465. A special call for £250 was to be made and all
branch drains left till next year.

In December the well at the King's Head was bad and had to be closed.
A London conference in January 1886 advised rural authorities to

dig deep wells. There were dangers in shallow wells from piggeries, land
dressings, manure heaps and churchyards. A plan was made to extend the
sewer to Mrs. Thompson's property, 280ft. extra, at a cost of £20. The
asbestos company's manager, Mr. Boyd, complained about their cottages
and got a short answer from the Sanitary Authority. Mr. Hayward was
summonsed for providing unfit water for his cottages on Batchworth
Heath Road. There had been typhoid. Action seemed to have produced a
new toughness in the Sanitary Authority.

Harefield's main sewer was now laid at depths from 11ft. 6in. to 8ft.
6in. with pipes in Portland cement and pit sand. An anonymous letter
criticized the quality of the sand.

The Medical Officer's report for 1885 pointed out what Harefield
already knew, that bad water could cause fatal illness. Liquid sewage had
been found under the floorboards of the school. People were now being
served notices to connect their premises with the new sewer. There was
delay in paying the special rate levied. Mr. Brown's account came to
£287.13s.0d. plus £15.11s.6d. extras. This was paid in April.

To the duties of the Inspector of Nuisances was now added the work
of Inspector of Dairies and Cowsheds. These were to be cleansed
throughout twice a year, and the floors washed each day used. Mortality
was still high among under-five's, and the Medical Officer criticized the
brickfields where 70 to 100 children lived in 13 cottages, but nobody had
any power to change this.

The Vicar, as school governor, was summonsed over the bad water
in a well next to the school. The Medical Officer kept saying the important
thing was a good supply of water, but the Authority had no power in this
matter.

Meanwhile connections to the new sewer were proceeding, and Mr.
Freeman was voted £15 for his work on this. Mr. Nicholas, a builder, was
seen digging in the road, making his connection via a lamp-hole, so
rendering it almost useless. He was reported to have sworn at Mr.
Freeman. Some people seemed to believe that nothing nasty should be
put down their fine new sewer which had cost so much, and these ideas
had to be corrected. Then Mr. Brown junior, who surely must have known
better, made his connection via a lamp-hole! Mr. Freeman sorted out the
two cases. Then the filtration tanks were interfered with by a severe storm,
and a £5 alteration was made.
 The Medical Officer said the new sewer was a great benefit. Special
powers were given for Harefield under the 1885 Act, to prevent building
over sewers. In October a notice was published that anyone with scarlet
fever, enteric fever, or smallpox, unless they were domestic servants,
boarders in schools, or shop assistants, would be admitted to hospital free.
Two more branch sewers were laid, and Mr. Freeman found that the pipes
laid down in 1885 were as clean as when first laid. Mr. Collett's well had
to be closed, and Mr. Freeman had to remove the handle of the pump to
stop people using it. Plans were made for sewers in Breakspear Road and
Park Lane, and also at Hill End, the probable cost amounting to £200.
This brought a petition signed by 50 against it, but the signatories were
not all residents, and the plans were adopted. All pipes were laid by March.
 About this time Mr. Webster of The Grove was installing an
ambitious water scheme comprising several deep wells at Springwell, and
a reservoir. He did not offer the water to Harefield but hoped to supply
London. Meanwhile the Rickmansworth & Uxbridge Valley Water Co.
had laid their pipes through Harefield, and their water was offered, but
Harefield was not prepared to pay. Dr. Roberts said he hoped '
householders would be induced to take the water '. He praised the Joint
Isolation Hospital in Uxbridge, also the Notification of Infectious Diseases
Act.

Nevertheless the people were slow to use the sewer and the pure
water. The ordinary working people did not own their houses, and the
owners still lacked social conscience. It was said that 116 houses were
now connected to the sewer, but only 6 had water laid on for flushing.
And herein lay trouble. Soon there were blockages. The busy Inspector
reminded the Authority that they had cut out his flushing scheme on
grounds of expense. The point was reached when all the sewers needed



flushing. It was said that ' slops had been thrown at Mr. Nicholson '. Mr.
Kennell did not see why he should flush his drain, and Mr. Freeman was
to pour whitewash down it to discover the blockage. A party of six
Sanitary Board members with the Inspector duly arrived on a Saturday,
and the sewers were opened. It was ' an ocular and malodorous occasion
'. Water carts were lined up and a great flushing operation was performed.
On the whole it was a success. Some people had put straw down their
closets. It was decided to summons all who had refused to flush, but the
Clerk found that the Authority could not compel people to flush. They
observed that in the scheme for Hayes, they would avoid mistakes made
at Harefield. By November all sewers were clear and iron manhole covers
fitted.

The United Asbestos Co. was sued for employing women and young
persons during prohibited hours. On 35 cases nearly £100 was paid in
fines. One girl of 15 had worked all night. The Watford Medical Officer
reported that asbestos workers in West Hyde were suffering from the
asbestos dust in the factory. He explained that the effects of this dust were
often delayed and it was difficult to report accurately. New ventilators
were to be fitted, but workers refused to use guards. Little care seemed to
be taken to prevent accidents in spite of occasional reprimands from
coroners. Some of the accidents were horrible, and the prospect of literally
carting the injured over the dreadful roads to Uxbridge Hospital, one to
be dreaded.

Even in 1893 there was no water supply at the Breakspear Arms. The
pond was nearly dry, and there were 26 houses there. The Water Co.
wanted £400 per mile for laying pipes, and the owners said it was too
expensive. There was still diphtheria and scarlet fever. Scavenging was
started, but it seemed rather erratic, and heaps of refuse remained in yards
and behind cottages.

An advertisement in 1895 offering building land in Northwood Road
stated that gas and water mains were laid on. The death rate rose and fell,
depending on epidemics. In spite of the report about asbestos dust, the
asbestos company's Slate Club was able to return all money to its savers
for two years, there having been no sickness. The sewer vents gave
trouble, and were made higher. Harefield Moor with its row of cottages
had drainage trouble, and was referred to as Harefield Swamp '. The new
Parish Council, formed in 1895, decided to employ a man to clean the
streets on Saturday nights. Rabies continued to be a menace in surrounding

districts though no case was reported in Harefield. Dogs were either
muzzled or wore a collar with name and address.

The Medical Reports for 1895 and 1896 showed death rates of 17
and 15.8 per thousand, the second highest in the district. The Medical
Officer blamed dampness and filth, with cottages too closely packed and
yards full of refuse.

The fight went on. Ponds were cleaned, care was taken of the
commons, allotments were offered. At least with a Parish Council, a Rural
District Council, and the Middlesex County Council at the top, there
seemed a better prospect of success than there had ever been before.

Rev.Albert A.
Harland vicar

of Harefield
1871-1921

and chairman
of the

Managers of
Harefield

Infants School
1871-1907



Many of the present day residents of Harefield and their children
have attended at least one of Harefield's three schools. These
schools have a long and interesting history. Nearly 400 years

ago, some sort of schooling appears to have been provided in the village,
for in the late 16th century the curate was also described as the
schoolmaster. Records show that the education of the poorer children of
the village depended largely upon the generosity of the local gentry and
the clergy. In the mid-17th century Dr. John Conant, Chaplain of the Lord
of the Manor, Lord Chandos, spent the greater part of his salary in enabling
the poor children of the neighbourhood to attend school and after this, Sir
Richard Newdigate paid his curate, Roger Davies, 8s. a week to teach
children as one of his duties.

By 1692 Sir Richard Newdigate had provided a schoolhouse in the
village; it underwent some repair in mid-18th century and in 1794 was
under the direction of a schoolmaster. When Sir Roger Newdigate visited
the school in this year he presented the master with 2s. 6d. and each of
the children with 1s. 6d., suggesting that he was well pleased with what
he saw.

It is possible that this school was on the same site as the parochial
Church of England school which was founded 19 years later in 1813. A
'commodious schoolroom' was built at this time by the joint subscriptions
of a number of wealthy Harefield landowners and Rev. John Penrose, the
vicar. In 1835, 50 - 60 boys and 30 - 40 girls attended the school, each
paying 2d. a week in fees. The master and mistress were paid £50 a year
salary and were provided with a rent-free home. Ten years later, the
numbers had risen to 80 boys and 60 girls.

At this time the school was probably organised on the 'Monitorial
System'. One master would have had sole charge of the school and would
himself have taught the monitors, boys of about fourteen. They, in turn,

would each have been responsible for teaching a group of about ten
children, making them memorise information by mechanical repetition.
One can imagine the hubbub this would have caused, also the stuffy
atmosphere of the schoolroom. No doubt echoes of children chanting in
competition with each other were familiar sounds in the High Street of
those days.

In 1858 the school was reorganised. John Penrose, sole survivor of
the original group of subscribers, gave the land upon which the school
stood to the parish, and Charles Newdigate gave an adjoining piece of
land as a playground. The management of the school now lay in the hands
of the vicar, the curate and a number of local Anglican gentry. The master
and mistress, who were also required to be Church of England members,
were a Mr. and Mrs. Mottram. There was also a pupil teacher.

By 1868 Mr. and Mrs. C.J. Robertson had taken charge of the school.
Their house adjoined the school and it is said that there was a spy hole
between the two through which the master observed the progress or
otherwise of his pupils. The school still only consisted of one room with
a movable screen and life must have been very difficult for the three
teachers and well over a hundred pupils all working together in such a
confined space.

However, in 1871 a separate infants school was opened; also Mr.
Robertson qualified for a government certificate entitling the school to a
government grant for the first time and in 1879 another schoolroom was
added. The result of all this was that the children probably had a more
effective education now than ever before.

Mr. Samuel Blud became headmaster in 1887. He is described as ‘a
bearded autocrat whose ferocity remains a legend to this day.’ It was
during Mr. Blud's 'reign' as headmaster that the school transferred to new
buildings across the road. In 1908, the school was taken over by the
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Uxbridge Urban District Council as a council elementary school and the
Church of England, or national, school ceased to exist. The old school
building remained in use as a Sunday school until it was demolished in
1972 and seventy years later, the `new' school buildings are still in use as
Harefield Junior School.

Harefield Infants School, 100 Years Ago

Throughout mid-19th century public interest in education was
increasing and at the same time the population was outstripping the
number of school places. So, in 1870, an important Education Act was
passed, compelling local school boards to provide sufficient schools for
the education of all the children in their own areas. On 5th May 1871 an
infant school was established in Harefield, quite distinct from the Church
School already mentioned. It was held in the Memorial Hall.

The majority of children living in Harefield between 1871 and 1907
would have attended this school, even though school attendance was not
compulsory until 1880. Some present-day residents of Harefield can still
remember their first schooldays spent in the Memorial Hall.

‘I started school when I was three years old down at the Memorial
Hall’, is the recollection of a number of Harefield people, now aged
seventy-five.

A weekly record of school events was entered in a leather-bound log
book by the teacher of the infants school. This book is still in existence

and in it is found much interesting information about the day-to-day life
of the school a century ago.

When the school first opened, about 60 children under seven years
old attended regularly. There was one Mistress, a Miss Caroline Labram,
who qualified for her government certificate in December 1871. She was
assisted by a monitress, from the first class of the 'Mixed School' who was
paid one shilling per week, and a pupil-teacher, Kate Cook, who remained
at the school for 6 years.

The pupil-teacher was probably chosen from the more promising
pupils of the top class in the elementary school. She would be apprenticed
to the school for three to five years, and would take an examination at the
end of each year. According to her results, both she and the teacher
received a government grant. On 2nd September 1878 ‘Mary Filkins
(pupil-teacher) received part of the money sent from the Government for
passing fairly well,’ On the other hand, the work of M.A. Bolt, a pupil
teacher in 1883 does not appear to have been so satisfactory:

17th Sept. 1883: ‘M.A. Bolt reproved for starting writing lesson
     12 minutes late.’

4th Oct. 1883: ‘M.A. Bolt's class examined; results not very
     satisfactory.’

‘M.A. Bolt came to school without her lessons
 properly prepared. She was reproved.’

Miss Labram was obviously a popular mistress, for when she
resigned, Miss Vernon of Harefield Lodge arranged a ‘Parting Tea’ for
her at which she was entertained by her pupils and presented with a silver
teapot. Rev. Harland made a speech. Both Miss Vernon and the Vicar
‘gave every proof that my services were satisfactory.’

The school appears to have been run according to the principles of
the National Society, a Church of England organisation.

The Vicar, Rev. A.A. Harland, exerted a considerable influence over
the life of the school for the whole of the first 36 years of the school's life,
until it was taken over by Uxbridge Council. He visited the school at least
once or twice every week, when he would examine the children's work
and listen to them reading or singing. He gave scripture lessons to some
classes and was, of course, particularly interested in their progress in this
subject:

11th March 1879:  ‘Rev. Harland took 1st class for explanation
      of Apostles Creed.’

The old school, High Street



4th April 1879:  ‘Rev. Harland heard the children repeat the
      Catechism, also the parable of the Good
      Samaritan, the First Miracle and the XXIII
      Psalm. He expressed great satisfaction.’

In addition to this, the Rev. Harland dealt with such matters as the
state and repair of the school buildings, the supply of ‘pens, pencils, slates,
copy books, thimbles’ etc. which came from the National Society, and
with the annual visits from the Government and Diocesan Inspectors. The
reports from the latter were invariably excellent in respect of the high
standard of scripture teaching in the school.

There was also a Board of Managers which probably included such
people as Miss Vernon of Harefield Park, Miss Sawyer of Harefield Lodge
and Mrs. Byles of Harefield House.

The Misses Vernon and Sawyer showed particular interest in the
progress and welfare of the children and visited the school regularly, often
giving verbal and practical encouragement.

1871    ‘Miss Vernon took away scripture prints to
      get mounted on cardboard.’

18th Nov. 1878:   ‘Miss Vernon visited and read letters the
      children had written. She appeared very
      pleased.’
However, on another occasion:

‘Miss Sawyer visited and noticed that the
 children were not as tidy as they should be.’

Miss Vernon sometimes came and listened to lessons given by the
pupil teachers. When Mrs. Byles visited, she often brought a party of
friends to hear the children sing. This must have been quite an
entertainment, for the infants certainly had an extensive repertoire of songs
including:

Elder Children Babies
The Brook      Little Dollie
Boat Along      I Saw a Ship
Pretty Flower     Hungry Fox
The Soldier      Little Bo Peep
Fathers Welcome     Where's the Old Grey Goose?
Darling let me Kiss Thee   Bob Robin
Hurrah for England    The Swing

Diligence      Three Little Kittens
Native Land      A Little Cock Sparrow

One Friday afternoon in July 1876:
‘Miss Sawyer and Miss Bunion called at 4 o'clock to hear the children

sing. Kept children 20 minutes after time. Both ladies were highly amused
and very pleased with the singing.’

One wonders whether the ‘honour’ of amusing these ladies pleased
the children as much as losing 20 minutes of their playing time and how
the mothers, who were kept waiting outside the school, felt about it. Quite
possibly they accepted it without question, as they did the superiority of
the gentry in those days.

The finances of the school were met in three ways: firstly, by
voluntary subscriptions from some local ratepayers; secondly, from the
weekly pence paid by the children (school fees for the quarter ending 28th
September 1877 amounted to £5.4s.8d.) and thirdly, by a government
grant which was dependent upon the annual examination results; this
system of ‘payment by results’ helps to explain why school had to be
mostly work and little play even for the youngest ones.

The government inspector's report for the year 1880 states:
‘The results here are not so satisfactory as hitherto and discipline is

 decidedly weaker. An improvement must be made in both matters
 to  secure a full grant in future. My lords will expect a more
 favourable report next year both on discipline and organisation and
 also on the Instruction of this school as a condition of an unreduced
 grant.’

Shortly after this report, the schoolmistress was replaced by a Miss
Massey, who, fortunately for the school, found better favour with the
government inspector. In his report for the following year he records:

‘Miss Massey has improved the discipline here, and generally put
 the school on a better footing . . . ‘

It must have been quite a struggle for some of the poorer families to
find the weekly pence needed for school fees, especially those with large
families and several children at school. No doubt some children missed
much schooling for this reason. However, a number of ladies and
gentlemen of the village, notably the Misses Vernon and Sawyer and Mrs.
Byles, charitably paid the fees for one or two children whose parents could
not afford them. Boarded-out (fostered) and pauper children were paid
for by the Poor Law Guardians.



Mr. Samuel Blud, headmaster of Harefield National School, 1887-1913, with his class in 1902.



In 1880 an Act of Parliament was passed which made school
attendance compulsory for all children between the ages of five and ten.
This inevitably led to problems in obtaining fees from a few parents.
Where money was short, the possible earnings of children were often
considered more important than their education. In fact some never went
on to the elementary school. Mr. M., born 1884 says:

‘I only went to the infants school. I never went after I was about ten
 . . I went to work after that. There was no such thing as going to
 school if you could earn a bob at that time of day.’

And for similar reasons school attendance was generally poor at
harvest time:

15th Sept. 1871:  ‘Still several away gleaning, harvest being
      scarcely over.’

8th June 1872:  ‘Older ones kept away to carry food into
      hayfield.’

3rd Oct. 1867:  ‘Numbers not so good on account of many
      children going out in fields to pick acorns.’
      (for feeding pigs).

The summer holidays were called ‘Harvesting Holidays’ which gives
an indication of the importance attached to the harvest in the family
economy in those days.

The Factory Act of 1844, which was still in force in 1870, made it
possible for children aged over eight to be employed in factories and
workshops half-time. When they reached thirteen, they could become
full-time workers. A Factory Act of 1874 raised these ages to ten and
fourteen.

However, on 16th October 1878 Mr. Brown the Relieving Officer
visited the infants school ‘to enquire about attendance and also to question
a boy and his sister who had been sent to work at the Mill, eight years
old.’

Other comments from the log book relating to attendance give an
insight into the day-to-day lives of the children. Illness and epidemics
appear to have been far more widespread than they are today:

27th July 1872:  ‘Numbers broken down by measles, so
      thought it best to close down.’

2nd Nov. 1872:  ‘Half children away with violent colds
      caused by damp weather. Many of those
      present, too poorly to do much.’

19th Nov. 1877:   ‘Sent home two children because they have
      ringworm.’

10th Nov. 1879:   ‘Scarlet fever and Diphtheria being very
      prevalent through the village.’

1st Dec. 1879:  ‘Only 28 present, measles having broken out
      at Hill End, also Scarlatina.’

22nd Dec. 1879:   ‘Only 14 present.’
13th June 1884:   ‘10 absent with Chickenpox.’
The weather also had a dramatic effect upon school attendance, not

surprisingly when one considers that the only means of transport to and
from school was walking, and many of the children had a considerable
distance to walk twice or even four times a day.

28th Feb. 1873:  ‘Only 17 present because snow lay so deep
      on the ground, those who live far from the
      school could not  possibly come.’

(Whereas on 4th July in the same year, attendance was over 100).
27th Nov. 1874:   ‘Very poor attendance due to cold weather.

      The Mistress made enquiries at many of the
      houses why children were not at school.
      Invariably, it was too cold to send them.’

19th Jan. 1881:  ‘Only five present, roads covered with snow
      drifts.’

The problem of drying the heavy clothing worn by children in those
days, together with the muddy state of the roads, must have deterred many
parents from sending their children to school during wet weather.

Attendance was also lower when a village celebration or other event
was taking place:

1st May 1878:  ‘Numbers not so good. Many children have
      gone out with Maypoles.’

28th Feb. 1878:  ‘Several absent on account of hounds being
      in the vicinity at school time.’

7th Feb. 1884:  ‘Many late or absent in order to attend the
      funeral of Sir J. Byles.’

Such events must have been highlights in the lives of these children,
most of whom had never been out of Harefield.

As to life within the school itself it should be borne in mind that the
Memorial Hall was never intended as a school building. It was built as a
reading room for the parishioners of Harefield with a very large lecture



room on the first floor and was far from being an ideal place for a school.
It was described as draughty and ill-ventilated by the government
inspector in 1871, who deemed that this would have to be remedied ‘if a
Government Grant is asked for.’

(It was improved by the following year and presumably the grant was
obtained.)

In 1873 a new room for the babies was procured which greatly
improved the arrangements, there then being one room for each class.

There was also a gallery from which the children used to sing, and
Mr. S., born 1889, remembers ‘sitting on the little old gallery eating my
dinner.’

The children were divided into three classes: ‘The Babies’, Standard
I and Standard II. The Babies were aged under five; in fact records show
that in 1878 no less than three children under three years of age were
admitted.

As already mentioned, the school was dependent upon a government
grant for its finances and this was decided upon by examination results
together with the inspector's report ‘in respect of 1) organisation and
discipline 2) the intelligence employed in instruction and 3) the general
quality of the work.’

Great emphasis therefore had to be placed on coaching the children
in the three R's for grant-earning purposes. All this encouraged mechanical
rote teaching.

One cannot imagine today's infants sitting for examinations, but the
standards were very severe a century ago:

May 1876:    ‘The grant under Article 19(a)3 will be
      forfeited another year if the Inspector has to
      report copying.‘

The inspectors' reports are not all critical, for example:
1872:      ‘A very useful country school conducted

      with cheerfulness and good method. The
      children look happy and intelligent.’

1874:      ‘This is a good specimen of a village Infants
      School. The children appear happy and well
      cared for, and the elements of instruction are
      successfully taught. The discipline is good.’

1882:    ‘The Infants are in very fair order and
      attainments are tolerable . . . . Intelligence
      should be better.’

The annual inspection must have been a nerve-racking experience
for both children and teachers alike. From entries in the log book, one can
trace a note of growing trepidation as the inspection date draws nearer
and the children perfect their spelling, writing, arithmetic, singing and
complete their needlework. The half-day holiday which was customary
on the afternoon of the inspection was undoubtedly well-earned.

In July 1878 Mary Jane Filkins (pupil-teacher) was absent for the
remainder of the week following the inspection, suffering from nervous
weakness and debility. '

The learning of the three R's began in the Babies Class:
19th Sept. 1873:  ‘Babies know their letters fairly.’

but by the following week:
26th Sept. 1873:  ‘Only a few of the Babies could say their

      letters.’
28th Nov. 1873:   ‘Most of the Babies have mastered their

      letters.’

The Memorial Hall, built as a working men’s hall in the late 1860s. It
was used as the Infants School, 1871-1907. The Methodist and Baptist
chapels are on the right, with Chapel Row in between.



30th Oct. 1874:  ‘Babies could count to 100 and write strokes
      on their slates.’

‘Have had to make a new copy of Times
 Tables for the Babies Room.’

15th Jan. 1879:  ‘5 year olds have begun to read out of books.
      Several are very sensible about keeping their
      places. Others have no idea.’

Meanwhile the senior class was learning subtraction with borrowing
and showing great interest. All the work was. of course, done on slates,
and Mrs. N. remembers how they always used to sharpen their pencils on
the outside walls of the Memorial Hall, the evidence of which was still to
be seen until the building was demolished.

Needlework was considered an important subject for the girls and
one or two afternoons a week were devoted to this. Meanwhile the boys
did yet more reading and writing; they were, however, taught to knit. The
ladies of the village (Mesdames Cooke, Byles, Harland and Misses Vernon
and Sawyer) all showed great interest in the needlework when they visited
the school, and the wives of the clergy, Mesdames Harland and Savage,
used to assist in the teaching of the subject. One assumes that the children
made specimens, as there is no mention of any articles made apart from:

31st Jan. 1878:  ‘1st class girls hemmed some dusters which
      Miss Sawyer had sent.’

25th Jan. 1884:  ‘Newly admitted children taught needlework
      drill.’

3rd July 1874:  ‘Extra time for writing as children have
      finished their specimens in needlework.’

Judging by the number of songs the children knew, a great deal of
time must have been spent memorising their words and tunes.

An attempt to widen the curriculum of infants was the introduction
of ‘Object Lessons’. These became a regular part of the programme in
most country schools during the late Victorian period and by 1895 they
were made compulsory. In Harefield object lessons were usually given
by the pupil teachers as part of their training. Comments on the preparation
and presentation of these lessons were entered in the Log Book:

9th June 1880:  ‘Pupil teacher gave a lesson on Bread. The
      notes were full and carefully prepared and
      the children were interested.’

Each lesson was based on a familiar object. A few examples of the
many mentioned in the log book:

Water    Needles     Tiger
Teapot     The Pin     Duck
Soap    Matches    Pig
Clock    Kitchen Utensils   Sponge
Making a Rice  Butcher's Shop  Grocer's Shop

Pudding   Fruits    The Fowl
Hen     Lard    Baker's Shop
River    Valley    Bee

Flowers
There is no mention of physical education apart from drilling, which

seems to have been used either as a means of disciplining the children or
to use up excess energy on wet days:

8th Jan. 1873:  ‘Great part of morning spent on drilling.
      Order much improved today.’

One aspect of schooling which has not and probably never will
change is the need for rewards and punishments. There were problems
with dishonesty, rudeness and natural naughtiness then, as there are today:

8th June 1877:  ‘Punished four children for throwing turfs of
      grass in the school porch.’

9th July 1877:  ‘Punished A.C. for being rude and swearing
      at a gentleman and lady.’

7th Feb. 1881:  ‘Usual routine not followed, several items
      having been stolen from children's pockets in
      the porch. Lesson on Honesty to the whole
      school.’

8th Nov. 1880:  ‘Punished two boys for taking another's
      dinner.’

Another problem which cropped up repeatedly after the introduction
of compulsory school attendance in 1880 was that of truancy. As always,
once the law had been passed, machinery was needed to enforce it.
Harefield's School Attendance Officer was the Mr .E.T. Brown who has
already been mentioned as the Relieving Officer. For his extra work, Mr.
Brown would probably have received a mere £5 a year increase in salary
and no doubt he was reluctant to take on a job which would lead to
unpopularity with the children, abuse from the parents and harassment
from the schools who wanted their attendance figures kept as high as



possible for the government grant. Mr.S., born in 1889, recalls that the
Attendance Officer

‘visited the school regularly if we had a day off to go
 black-berrying. The Relieving Officer, Brown his name was,
 I remember, chased me round the blackberry bushes.’

‘Did he catch you?’
‘No, I could run in those days’.
Many cases of truancy were dealt with by the school mistress, who

regularly punished children for this offence, often with the co-operation
of parents.

28th Oct. 1879:  ‘Mrs. B. brought Samuel this morning as he
      played truant the day before. Have made him
      ashamed before the other children.’

On the other hand, some parents deliberately kept their children away
from school for a variety of reasons, probably to look after younger
children, for lack of the school fees or in order to send the child to work.
Such persistent offenders often received court summonses.

For all his efforts, Mr Brown found little favour with the school
mistress either. On two occasions at the beginning of 1889, she had to
send word to him, ' informing him of the very irregular attendance of three
scholars. ' And on 22nd February 1889 she records:

‘Have some children attending very irregularly without any
 reasonable excuse - about whom Mr. Brown (Attendance Officer)
 makes but very little exertion. So leaving the responsibility entirely
 in the hands of the teachers alone.’

Rewards for the children were fewer than the punishments; however,
on the occasions when they were given several children received them:

June 1883:   ‘Gave presents to some children who had
      worked exceedingly hard.’

12th Sept. 1878:  ‘The children who had made the number of
      times (attendances) (250) went today to the
      vicarage where they partook of tea and a
      bun. Holiday in consequence.’

Each July, those children who had been ‘presented’ in Standard I and
those over seven were marched to the ‘Mixed School’ in the village where
they would finish their education.

The infants school was transferred from the Memorial Hall to the
village in 1907 when it was incorporated into the new school building.



PUBLIC HOUSES

When hearing reference to Harefield, many who know the village
only vaguely are apt to say ‘Ah! that's the place with thirteen
pubs!’ This number seems to have remained similar for the

past 150 years. Why so many amongst a population which by 1851 had
grown to only 1,500 people? Is there really any connection between the
number of pubs and the number of policemen known to have been here
at one time? ‘One bobby for every pub’, it was said. Perhaps the Harefield
Brewery brewed an especially strong ale. The pubs are still here but not
the policemen.

Most were not public houses as we understand the term today, but
started off as cottages originally selling beer to the farm workers when
they came in from the fields at midday and evening for much needed
refreshment. Beer drinking, of course, was once very common for all
members of the family, before tea, and later, coffee became fashionable.
The children drank beer or small beer ' as it was called which did not
indicate its size but its potency.

By the 19th century there was a clear distinction between an Inn and
an ale or beerhouse. The former could be expected to provide
accommodation for the night. It may also have been a staging point for
the coach, the village blacksmith would not have been far away, and it
undoubtedly provided food and a variety of refreshments. The alehouse,
on the other hand, would have been for the locals, a meeting place to hear
and exchange the village gossip. With the passing of the Beerhouses Act
in 1830 the number of lawful premises selling beer throughout the country
quadrupled.

Apart from the two inns, the White Horse and the King's Arms, which
survive today, the pubs in Harefield would have been ‘beer only’ houses.
Most of this beer was originally brewed in Harefield at the Harefield
Brewery on the north side of Park Lane, which was described in 1880 as
‘a very compact brewery - of modern and substantial construction, three
storeys high.’ Nearby on the south side of Breakspear Road, opposite the
Common was the Malt House; a substantial building 135 feet by 31 feet
and equipped to malt from 15 to 20 quarters.

Few attempts have been made to trace and record the history of the
Harefield pubs. This is partly no doubt because much of the documentation
is hidden away in brewery archives. Some of the information for this
article, for instance, was found in the offices of Courage's Brewery in
Reading and Ind Coope's in Watford. The information about licensees has
been extracted from the Justices of the Peace lists in the Middlesex Record
Office. Other information has come from the local newspapers.

THE KING'S ARMS is almost certainly the oldest inn in the village.
It was largely rebuilt in the 17th century and remains from the 15th century
are incorporated in one wing.

In 1696 the churchwardens, who then held considerable power, paid
William Iley an account relating to the death of a soldier on the premises.
In modern English it reads:

Paid the Coroner for his fee       £2. Is. 8d.
Paid to him to save the Wardens going to London      6s. 8d.
Paid the Clerk for burying the soldier         5s. 6d.
Paid for writing the return telling the jury       6d.
Paid Wm. Iley for beer for the Jury          £1. 0s. 0d.
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The Mines Royal beerhouse, about 1899, since replaced by the present Mines Royal public house.



Inns were frequently the place where inquests were held as well as
some pleasant social events. The King's Arms was no exception as these
newspaper reports show:
 1886: Inquest on Alice E. Mercer, aged 2 years 7 months,
   daughter of the blacksmith at Shrubs House, who died in a
   fit due to teething.
 1887: Cricket Club Annual Dinner. Mr. Byles presided. Mine
   Host, Mr. Miller, provided an excellent spread. Singing
   followed the Loyal Toast.
 1888: Foresters' Fete. Dinner at King's Arms. Cricket match
   followed by dancing to a flute band at the Malt House.

1889:  Licensee, Mr. Miller, summonsed for using six unjust
   measures. Three of these were earthenware pint mugs
   which held too much. A new Weights & Measures
   Inspector had just been appointed and he proved to be
   over-zealous in his duties. These measures were made in
   their thousands by Crown Pottery in Staffs. and were
   designed ‘to dispose of the froth question’. Counsel for the
   defence claimed ‘if the fluid rose to a certain point it
   overflowed through a hole adjoining the handle’. The
   Magistrate wisely imposed a nominal fine.

THE WHITE HORSE is another of the older buildings in Harefield.
It is mentioned in a Manorial Court Roll of 1779 when the premises and
five acres were surrendered to the Lord of the Manor by Thomas Nicol
of Hinkley. John Eyre, a Gentleman of London, claimed the property
rights and he gave their use to Stephen Salter, a brewer of Rickmansworth.
The Salter Brewery became well known locally until it merged with
Cannon Brewery which later merged with Ind Coope. Inquests were also
held at this inn, and sometimes it was the scene of hay selling.

THE PLOUGH. The property deeds of this former beerhouse at Hill
End reveal that a cottage existed on the site in 1657. In 1815, George
Treadaway sold the property, called Longcroft, to William Treadaway, a
farmer, and Sarah Treadaway, a victualler, for £130. It was presumably
at this time that it became a pub. In 1827 it passed to William Treadaway
junior, and was then occupied by Joseph Prince and Joseph Watson.
Charlotte, his widow, died in 1889 and her trustees obtained the freehold
from the Newdigate family. In 1890 it was sold to Harman's Brewery
(later merged with Courage's).

THE BREAKSPEAR ARMS. The Harefield Enclosure Act, dated
21st December 1813 shows that £6. 6s. 0d. was paid by William Bray for
the parcel of land and cottages on the Harefield - Ruislip border where
this pub now stands. In 1821 it passed to W. Mason, a farmer of Ruislip,
and in 1860 it was inherited by his son. In 1869 it was bought by Harmans,
the Uxbridge brewers, and the first licensee was recorded in 1870. The
second licensee was fined 15s. in 1889 for using six unstamped measures,
a reminder of the efforts made by the government to ensure fair trading
in the 19th century.

THE MINES ROYAL was a beerhouse called the Rising Sun in
1834. It is not known when it changed its name. In March 1880 it was
auctioned by Willis & Son of Uxbridge, whose Particulars of Sale
described it as:

‘That Leasehold Beer House known as The Mines Royal Arms
situated on the west side of the High Street and containing: Three
Bedrooms, Tap Room fitted with settees and trestle table, Bar,
Parlour, Kitchen, Washhouse, Cellar with three oak beer stands and
having a capital Yard and Garden in the rear. There is a Well of good
water. Let to Mr. Charles Puddefoot, a Quarterly tenant, at £10 p.a.
The tenant pays Rates and Taxes except Property Tax. Held on Lease
for 14 years from 24 June 1867 at £11. 1 1 s. 0d. per annum.’
The lease was held by John J. Ratcliffe who mortgaged the property

to Harman's Brewery in 1887. In 1889 the brewery bought the freehold.
THE SPOTTED DOG stands on the site of some cottages built by

James Matthews and Benjamin Babb which were sold to Thomas Shackle,
a brewer of Uxbridge, in 1831. In 1865 the beerhouse was bought by
Harman's Brewery.

THE KING'S HEAD was both a pub and a shop. Although built in
1801, it was not known by its present name until 1865, when Robert
Montague traded as ‘Beer seller and Butcher’. In 1870 it was owned by
M. Ratcliffe, an innkeeper and butcher. It was sold again in April 1882
under the will of George lye as a fully licensed beerhouse, butcher's shop,
slaughter house and stable, together with the freehold of the adjoining
shop occupied by Mr. Collett, tenant at a rent of £15 p.a.

THE CRICKETERS (or THE CRICKET PLAYERS), one of the
vanished pubs of Harefield, was located in the High Street and would
seem to have been a popular place for the locals, and particularly the
Harefield cricket teams and their visitors. In 1881, for instance, the



Landlord served ‘an excellent meal after Harefield had beaten Ruislip’.
It ceased to be a pub in 1936 and was demolished some 20 years later.

THE LORD NELSON and the ROSE AND CROWN were on
opposite sides of the High Street. Both were cottages that had become
beerhouses, the Rose and Crown receiving its first licence in 1877 and
the Lord Nelson in 1884. The Rose and Crown ceased to be a pub in 1907
and the Lord Nelson soon afterwards.

THE PRINCE OF WALES THE PRINCE HOTEL consisted at one
time of at least two cottages, one of which was known as ‘Torrandors’ or
‘Ferranders’. A Court Roll dated 12th April, 1751 of the Court Baron of
Sir Roger Newdigate refers to these as copyholds held by the Lord of the
Manor, with one cottage occupied by William Weatherley at a quit rent
of 2s.0d. yearly. In May 1753 the property was acquired by Margaret
Trumper, wife of Ralph, a Maltster who was probably responsible for
turning it into a public house. In 1798 it passed to James Trumper, a
Builder, son of Ralph. In 1848 the Trumpers conveyed it to Charles James
Filkins, Blacksmith. It was put up for sale in 1880 and the Particulars of
Sale issued by Willis & Son, Auctioneers of Uxbridge described it as
follows:

‘Valuable Freehold Beer House and Premises known as "The Prince
of Wales". Brick-built and tiled, well situated in the High Street and
containing a Bar, good Tap Room, comfortable Parlour, Kitchen,
Cellar, three good Bedrooms and a Landing, and having a spacious

Wheelwright's Yard, with Gateway entrance, a brick built and slated
Workshop, Out-buildings and Premises. As the same are now in the
occupation of Mr. George Taylor a yearly Christmas tenant, at £20
per annum.
Together with all that brick and tiled freehold cottage adjoining
containing three Bedrooms, two Sitting Rooms, Washhouse and a
Workshop, and having a Garden in the rear with shed.
Let to Mr. H. Tarrant, a weekly tenant at 4s.0d. per week. The
property has a commanding frontage of 76 feet or thereabouts.’
THE VERNON ARMS at Hill End was built about 1870. It was a

beerhouse until September, 1974. In 1975 Courage's Brewery sold the
premises to a private buyer for domestic occupation.

THE SWAN, situated on the south side of the common, was built at
about the turn of the century by the local builder, Charles Brown. An
interesting feature in the green glazed bricks which were used in the
construction is the two corner bricks on which are inscribed ‘The Swan
Inn’ —a mistake which was believed to have been discovered only after
completion of the building, which at no time was an inn as we understand
the term now.
Was Harefield very different from the rest of the country? In 1875/6 each
man, woman and child in the United Kingdom drank an average of 34
gallons of beer and 1.3 gallons of spirits. In 1861 there was one pub for
every 186 people in England and Wales. Much of this drinking of beer
was because milk and water were not sufficiently pure to be safe.
Harefield with thirteen public houses, an average of one to every 136
persons, was an exceptional village and in this respect (and perhaps others)
it remains so 100 years later.

CLUBS AND SOCIETIES

Organised leisure activities were almost unknown to the village working
population in the early years of the 19th century. The men were engaged
from dawn to dusk in the struggle to earn enough to keep their families,
and the women were cooking, washing and helping on the farms whenever
the season warranted. If the men had any spare time they no doubt worked
their gardens, or went to the alehouses in the village. The only formal
organisations were the Friendly Societies, which were a means of saving.



The Cricketers Inn at the end of the 19th century. The site is now occupied by three modern shops.



They continued into the present century, and regularly held parades in the
village on Whit Mondays.

In the second half of the 19th century, however, the number of
organised activities for ordinary village people increased, perhaps as a
response to a gradual, though very slow, improvement of their standard
of living. Many of these activities were of a charitable nature, and most
were centred in the Memorial Hall, which has now been demolished. This
building began its life in the 1860s as a working men's hall, to be
administered on strict principles of temperance, and from 1870 to 1907
it was used in the daytime as an infants school. Comprising a reading
room and lecture hall, it was situated at the junction of Rickmansworth
Road and Hill End Road, and was built by Mr. Robert Barnes who came
to live at The Grove in 1863. Mr. Barnes was a Manchester businessman
who amassed a large fortune in the cotton trade in Lancashire. He was at
one time Lord Mayor of Manchester and retired as an Alderman in 1857.
A man of character and outstanding generosity, he soon became known
as a public benefactor. In 1864 Mr. Barnes's son died at Oxford and the
hall became a memorial to him.

Extracts from the local paper give an idea of some of the meetings
held in the hall. In November 1871 there was a temperance meeting: ‘By
judicious management the strictest order was maintained and the meeting
was a most interesting and successful one’. (On another occasion in 1873
a Mr. Shirley of London offered a walking match with anyone who would
drink only intoxicants, to prove the value of abstinence.) A Temperance
Service of Song was held by the Rickmansworth Band of Hope and the
Band of Hope Choir was often heard at the hall as well as the Harefield
Choral Society. In 1872 a Tea was given for the clothing club by Miss C.
Sawyer. Seventy women attended, advice was given on savings banks
and libraries, and clothing tickets were distributed. A very successful
entertainment was given in aid of the lending library. 'The room was full
to overflowing and readings and recitations were given by Mr. Willis and
C. Woodbridge, junior.' The Cricket Club Concert was an annual event.
‘The pecuniary result is unknown, but the promoters must feel every
satisfaction, since the hall was so crowded that supplementary seating had
to be found by Mr. Quickenden, the Hon. Secretary of the club. He had
to exercise decision to prevent persons who had not previously secured
seats from taking possession of seats belonging to others.’ (1875)

In January 1880 ‘an alarming explosion’ occurred just as the Rev.
Harland was preparing his apparatus for illustrating a lecture on the work
of missionaries in Africa. Nearly all the windows were smashed but
nobody was hurt. Missionary teas were often held in the hall and ‘all the
gentry in Harefield used to have a table there and when a ticket had been
purchased outside then you could choose which to sit at’ (a recollection
from an inhabitant aged 91).

In June 1881 a Whit Monday meeting on National Thrift was
organised by the Rev. Harland who invited 60 working men and their
wives to tea: ‘A speech was given by Mr. Harland explaining that the
word "thrift" came from the word "thrive", that prosperity depends more
on good management than good luck, but there were those in the Parish
who could teach him more than he could teach them on this subject. An
incentive to thrift was a good and decent cottage and garden, also a supply
of good drinking water. He recommended the Post Office Savings Bank
or a Benefit Society such as the Foresters.’

In April 1885 a meeting was held to support Mr. Dixon Hartland as
Conservative candidate for Parliament. (the vote having just been given
to rural labourers). Mr. W.B. Byles, J.P., presided, and 150 attended
including a few vociferous Liberals. The Chairman said that political
meetings were rare in Harefield. In October of the same year Mr. Rickman,
the Liberal candidate, spoke at a meeting which was well attended, and
said he intended to get the people back to the land from the towns. A vote
in favour of Mr. Rickman showed only one against. In December,
however, Mr. Dixon Hartland was elected for the Uxbridge Division.

In February 1886, the Harefield Temperance Society held two
meetings presided over by the Rev. Harland, who wished to awaken
interest in temperance matters, and to resume the meetings of the Band
of Hope recently discontinued. A magic lantern entertainment was shown
about life in the Arctic, followed by singing and an address by Mr. D.
Collett. The second meeting was also successful and Mr. McCallum sang
the new temperance song ‘Three Acres and a Cow’. In November, a
concert was held by the Church Choir with the Chalfont St. Peter Handbell
Ringers, which was well attended and ended with the National Anthem
at a late hour. A very successful concert was held by the Reading and
Recreation Society in aid of Mr. Robert Blower, a blind man well liked
and much respected in Harefield. He performed the duties of carrier
between Harefield and Rickmansworth. The society possessed a small



Parade of Friendly Societies beside the Common, 1912.



library, as well as games like chess and draughts, which were kept in the
hall, and was thought to be ‘an important factor in the elevation of the
young men of the village’. By 1891, however, it had closed through lack
of interest. In November, the British and Foreign Bible Society held
several services about work for the blind which were joined by the Baptists
and Wesleyans. ‘The systems of Moon of Brighton, and Braille, a
Frenchman, were exhibited.’

In January 1889 a New Year Treat ‘was given for the poor and those
over 60. A repast was provided for about 70, of beef, mutton and plum
pudding with a pint of beer each. The piano was played by Mr. Everard,
a hymn was sung and each person was presented by Miss Vernon of
Harefield Park with ½lb tea, 1lb sugar and a cake’. In March, lectures
were given by Sir Hugh Beevor of King's College on ‘Air, Water and
Food’. The Rev. Harland used a Superior Magic Lantern to throw on the
screen slides of microscopic animalculae found in our water and food. It
must have made Harefield farmers uneasy to be told that milk was mostly
water, and that potatoes contained 15 per cent starch and 10½per cent
sugar, and butter 90 per cent oil. Meat, bread and milk were stated to be
foods on which man could subsist. The attendance was rather small but
appreciative. In April, at the 26th Annual Concert of the Victoria Cricket
Club, the Misses Webster and Messrs. L.B.M. & N. Webster all played a
serenade of strings. There were songs and a large audience.

In February 1891 the asbestos mills Choral Society and friends met
for tea, parlour games and songs. They spent a pleasant evening. On
Saturday the Walford family gave an entertainment in the Memorial Hall
with bell-ringing and various instruments and also the exposition of
clairvoyance. There was a good attendance and a cheaper entertainment
for children earlier.

In April 1893 a Vestry Meeting in the hall had the largest attendance
ever. This was because its subject was the new Local Government Bill,
which brought in Parish Councils in place of the old Vestries. Some who
attended the meeting thought that the council might be a way of bringing
in a better deal for working men; the severity of the Game Laws, the poor
standard of living for agricultural labourers, and the lack of recreation
facilities for the young were all mentioned. Since the new council would
have the power to obtain land for allotments, it was hoped that this would
benefit the poorer sections of the community. The reporter quoted one of
the speeches: ‘When the peoples' land, the commons, were enclosed (in

1813), those who had freehold, had freehold given them. Those who had
copyhold, had copyhold given them. Those who had no land had none
given them.’ (Laughter). The first Parish Meeting, for the election of
councillors, was held in the hall on 4th December 1894.

A rival attraction to the Memorial Hall opened in 1896, in the form
of the Breakspears Institute, which was built at the expense of Captain
Tarleton of Breakspears; there was a reading room and library, and the
building was used mainly as a working men's club.

To turn to outdoor pursuits, sport has always been popular in
Harefield. In the late-19th century there were several cricket teams in the
village; in 1871, for instance, ‘eleven married gentlemen’ played eleven
single gentlemen at the Victoria Club, the married men winning by six
wickets. The present Cricket Club was founded in 1923. Football was a
great interest then, as it is now; one resident recalls a time when as many
as 50 a side played on the Common. There were, however, five more
orthodox teams, which played on the Poors Land and Mount Pleasant as
well as on the Common. The present Harefield Football Club was founded
as the Breakspears Institute Club in 1896.

Almost the whole village is said to have supported the team in some
away matches, though ‘away’ could mean going no farther from the
village than Moor Hall. Athletics meetings were also held from time to
time on the Common.

The first Horticultural Show was held at Breakspear House in August
1885. The Society was formed as the Harefield, Ickenham and Ruislip
Horticultural Society, and the following details are taken from a local
paper of August 15th: ‘On August 12th the weather conditions were very
unfavourable. Soon after the gates of Breakspear House were opened a
heavy storm passed over, fortunately brief. Again after 4 p.m. the rain
returned and everyone was glad to obtain shelter’. The cottagers exhibits
showed more than average excellence. Potatoes were extremely good . .
. . There was a splendid collection of plants, fruit and vegetables from the
Grove Gardens. Mr. Webster took the greatest interest in the venture and
in his absence was well represented by his skilful manager Mr. J. Gough.
He also showed tomatoes, English bananas, cucumbers, peaches,
nectarines. The cucumbers were the "Harefield Grove Express". Mr. Wall,
gardener at Breakspears, showed vegetables, fruit and honey. Victory of
Bristol melon, early Victoria peaches and sweetwater and black Hambro
grapes were included. Mr. Milton, market gardener, contributed tomatoes



and cucumbers and Mr. Hale showed a dish of white currants and one of
red known as ‘Harefield Surprise’. The judges and professional gardeners
dined together at the Lord Nelson. Mr. Crowder, the landlord, also
supplied refreshments on the ground. The band of the 2nd Life Guards
played during the afternoon. The prizes were distributed in the hall by
Mrs. Byles. Three cheers were given for Mrs. Drake, the rain had passed
off and the tents filled up, but by this time the band had left’. The
Horticultural Show became a yearly event and endures to this day.

Many leisure activities, of course, took place outside the auspices of
any formal organisation. In 1887, for instance, the village celebrated
Queen Victoria's Silver Jubilee with a dinner for old people and a tea for
children. The following is an account in the local paper of the Jubilee
arrangements: ‘A dinner and tea to be given to old people and widows,
about 150, of good old English fare. Tea for about 300 children, with
various sports and games, on Monday, in the fields occupied by Mr.
Brown at the back of Harefield House, if fine. If wet, in a large building

belonging to Mr. Brown, formerly the Malthouse. Uxbridge and
Hillingdon Band is engaged for the occasion. On Tuesday there will be a
large bonfire and fireworks at the Village Green’. The Green, or Common,
was also used for fairs, political meetings (at one suffragette meeting the
speakers narrowly escaped being thrown into the pond), and also, in the
summer, for tramps dossing down.

Sometimes Harefield was visited by ‘bean-feasters’ who came from
London in a coach with six horses to play cricket and football on the
Common. One resident recalls: ‘When they went back, all us lads used to
run after the coach and we had to turn head over heels in the road and then
they would throw us money out’.

Traditional festivities still lingered on. May Day was celebrated in
the traditional way in the late 19th century, with dancing round the
Maypole and decorated hoops of flowers being carried round the village.
One resident remembered the May Day song:

This begins the merry month of May
The springtime of the year,
We have come to your house
To taste of your strong beer
We will be content with small
And take the goodness of your house
And give God thanks for all.
A branch of May we have brought you
And at your door now stand
It's well spread about and well budded out
By works of our Lord's Hands.
A garland, a garland, a very pretty garland
That ever you wish to see
It's fit for you and fit for me
And fit for the noble Queen.

‘They used to open the door and give us money, and we said "Thank
you and God bless you all." We used to look forward to that.’
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